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"Equip, Adapt, Respond"  
 
Alton Carter, author of The Boy Who Carried 
Bricks, will be the October 14 Academy of 
Senior Professionals luncheon speaker. 
 
Carter came from a broken home and was put 
in foster care.  Research indicates that most 
children in that kind of home will live a por-
tion of their lives in prison.  Rarely will such 
a young person find a path to escape without 
the aid of people who not only care but will 
persevere as that young person continually 
tries to push them away through bad attitudes 
and behavior.  Carter did buck the trend.  A 
former police officer, he was the first person 
in his family to graduate from high school 
and college. 
 
After receiving his bachelor’s degree at Okla-
homa State University, Carter went on to 
write The Boy Who Carried Bricks and Aging 
Out, (regarding growing up in foster care), as 
well as  two children’s books:  The Boy Who 
Dreamed Big and The Boy Who Went to the 
Library.  He now uses his story to encourage 
adults and young people as director of youth 
ministries for the First United Methodist 
Church of Stillwater, OK.  
 
In 2015, Carter founded the Alton Carter In-
spire Foundation with the goal of assisting 

Program 
by  

Shirley Mears 

LUNCHEON Oct. 14, 2019, begins at 
11 a.m. in the  Webster Commons Her-
itage Room on the campus of Southern 
Nazarene University.   
 
Members will  receive a call to RSVP.  
If you have not received a call by 
Thursday, Oct. 10, you can RSVP by 
phone  (405-728-0515) or by emailing      
donlincarley@prodigy.net.  
 
Note: SNU Dining has requested that 
ASP members remain outside of the 
Heritage Room until 10:30. 

young people who have lived in foster care, 
group homes, or DHS juvenile facilities to 
earn a college degree.   
 
Carter makes his home in Stillwater with his 

wife Kristin and their children. To learn 

more visit altoncarter.net or go to our closed 

Facebook page, Academy of Senior Profes-

sionals. 

mailto:donlincarley@prodigy.net
http://www.altoncarter.net/
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As we enter this fall season, we look for-
ward to crisp, cool mornings and all 
things Autumn.  There is something about 
Fall that brims with anticipation.  There is 
the excitement of looking ahead to what 
the coming months will bring. 
   
As we look forward with hopeful anticipa-
tion, I wonder how the Academy of Senior 
Professionals, as a body as well as each of 
us individually, can find ways to impact 
lives on the campus of Southern Nazarene 
University.   
 
We have opportunities to influence, en-
gage, support, and encourage both stu-
dents and faculty, as well as others with 
whom we have interactions while on cam-
pus.  Simple kindnesses matter, and our 
presence, fully engaged with the person in 
front of us, can mean far more than we re-
alize.   What a difference we can make in 
the life of another if we are willing to be 
used!   

In late August, as the 121st academic year 
at SNU began, I had the privilege of par-
ticipating in a prayer walk around SNU’s 
campus. Rev. Rick Green, SNU alum, has 
organized this event for the last six years.  
He invites SNU administration, staff, fac-
ulty, students, and alumni to attend.  
 
It was incredible to walk along the SNU 
campus and hear about the purpose and 
activities of each building. There are so 
many sacred spaces on this beautiful 
campus.  We spent time in focused prayer 
at multiple locations, praying God’s pro-
vision and blessings over all that happens 
within the walls of the buildings in that 
area.  
 
During our time together, we were en-
couraged by Dr. Newman, SNU Presi-
dent, to continue praying for SNU as fac-
ulty and staff strive to carry out the mis-
sion to make Christ-like disciples through 
higher education. 
 

 Director’s Column 
by 

Carolyn Jaggers 

President’s Column 
by  

Marla Mercer Cole 

Lord,  
use me for your glory.  

"Let your light  

so shine before men,  
that they may see  

your good works,  
and glorify your Father 

which is in Heaven."  

Matthew 5:16 



 SNU Connections 
by 

Howard Culbertson 
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2019-2020 Luncheon Sponsors 
 

Sept 9, 2019: Mercer-Adams Funeral Service 

Oct 14, 2019: Legend at Council Road 

Nov 11, 2019: United Pharmacy of Yukon 

Dec 9, 2019: Southern Plaza Retirement        

 Community 

Jan 13, 2020: Concordia Life Plan Community 

Feb 10, 2020: TBD 

Mar 9, 2020: Legend at Rivendell 

Apr 13, 2020: Spanish Cove Life Care Retire

 ment Community 

May 11, 2020  Tinker Federal Credit Union 

Call for  
Volunteers 

 
SNU Admissions office has  invited 
members of ASP to write notes to pro-
spective  students.  We meet Friday 
mornings for about an hour beginning 
at 10 a.m. in an upstairs conference 
room at the Marchant Center.   

Soon after getting a 
bachelor’s degree in 
mass communications 
and journalism, Scott  
Secor became the SNU 
Sports Information Di-
rector.  For the next 
dozen years, his focus 
was publicizing the ex-
ploits of SNU students 
in intercollegiate sporting events. 
 
Then, in 2010, Scott Secor added classroom 
teaching to his work as a sports publicist by 
teaching some speech courses.  That shift in 
focus led to the completion of an MS in 
Counseling Psychology in 2012. By 2014 he 
was a Licensed Professional Counselor in 
Oklahoma. 
 
He entered a doctoral program in psychology 
at the University of Oklahoma while begin-
ning to teach classes for SNU’s Department 
of Psychology and Counseling.  In 2018, he 
was awarded a Ph.D. in psychology by 
OU.  His dissertation for that degree was   
titled:   Relationships among Sexual Assault, 
PTSD Subclusters and the Sexual Assault 
Reporting Process, and their Impact on 
Characterological Self-Blame. 
 
In 2016 Scott Secor was named Director of 
Clinical Training for SNU’s graduate pro-
grams in counseling.  In that position, he 
oversees 70-80 student internship opportuni-
ties per year  involving approximately 15 
different facilities.  Recently, he negotiated 
an agreement with the state’s largest chil-
dren’s hospital to secure five to seven grant-
funded paid internships for SNU’s master’s 
in counseling students.   

THANK YOU TO 
LEGEND at COUNCIL ROAD 
OCTOBER LUNCHEON SPONSOR 
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September Re-Views 
by 

Hal Swinhart 

Steven VanCauwenbergh and Shirley Mears 

Yvonne and Ron Mercer 

Marla Mercer Cole 

Shirley Stott 

Willie and Park Burkhart 

Harold and Joan 
Dozier 
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 Book Discussion 
by 

Barbara Culbertson 

Wally Brown 

Many of us like to walk down memory lane 
when it comes to music in our lives.  Like 
many pianists who play extemporaneously, I 
enjoy remembering old tunes.   
 
As you come to the ASP luncheon, if you 
have a favorite old pop, gospel or love song, 
write its title on a small piece of paper and 
hand it to me.  Perhaps you will hear it in a 
medley as a part of the pre-lunch music.   

Our ASP book discussions this year are start-
ing out with some familiar writers -- at least 
people who are known to us, if not their writ-
ing. We kick off October 14 at 9:30 a.m., with 
Dale German facilitating the discussion about 
his first book, which he just completed writ-
ing.  
 

Goodbye My Darling, 
Hello My Dear is Dale’s 
chronicle of his and Em-
malyn’s entry into 
parenthood. Sometimes 
funny, sometimes heart-
breaking, this recently 
published book allows 
the reader access into 
the German’s desire to 
share their love with a 
child and how that child 
became part of their 

family. Dale wrote the volume using his own 
journals in which he has written a daily entry 
since he first dreamed of becoming a parent.  
 
In November, we will 
turn to a fictional vol-
ume. John Dwyer 
teaches history and 
ethics at SNU. He has 
also written attention-
keeping tomes about 
the Civil War, a west-
ern, and Oklahoma. 
When the Bluebonnets 
Come is the fictional 
story of Katie Sha-
nahan, a preacher’s 
kid growing up in Tex-
as. However, a major trauma disrupts the 
calm sweet life she has known.  

Amazon reviews the book saying, “As Katie 
watches her father stand up against forces far 
more powerful than himself, she begins to 
learn that courage, loyalty, and honor are 
more than words – and  they sometimes come 
with a high price.” 
 
These two books are available on Amazon in 
both printed and Kindle editions. Come join 
us at 9:30 in the President’s Dining Room! 
 

Music Notes  
By 

Renda Brumbeloe 



Monday October 14, 2019 

9:00—11:00 Shuttle Service from the   

 Sawyer  Center lot (41st and Donald) to the Webster 

 Commons 

9:30—10:30 Book Discussion in the President’s  

 Dining  Room, Webster Commons 3rd floor. 

11:00—1:00  Luncheon Meeting in the Heritage     

 Room of Webster Commons 

1:00—1:30  Shuttle Service to the parking lot  

1:15—2:15 Administrative Council Meeting 
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ASP Calendar “Sharing a 

Continuous 
Flight” 

The Academy Perspective 
 

- - -Publication Board- - - 
 
Production Editor Emmalyn German  
Copy Editors Howard Culbertson 

Barbara Culbertson 
Joan Dozier 

 
- - -Columnists- - - 

President’s Column  Marla Mercer Cole 
ASP Director Carolyn Jaggers 
Book Discussions Barbara Culbertson 
Speakers Shirley Mears 
Obituaries Vickie Sacket 
Photography Hal Swinhart  
  

- - -Communications Policy- - - 
We value correspondence from our readers. 
By mail:  
 The Academy Perspective (TAP),  
 Southern Nazarene University 
 6729 NW 39th Exp.  
 Bethany OK 73008 
 
By fax:  (405) 491-6381 

 
- - -Newsletter Subscription Information- - - 

Annual subscription — The Academy Perspective: 
 Non-members—$10  per year 
 Members—Included in membership dues 
 

- - -Contributions- - - 
To make tax-deductible contributions to the  
Academy of Senior Professionals, mail to:  
 Gary Lance, Treasurer 
 Southern Nazarene University 
 6729 NW 39th Expressway 
 Bethany OK 73008 

 
2019-2020 Officers and Committees 

Officers 
 

Carolyn Jaggers, Director  
Marla Mercer Cole, President  
John Martin, Immediate Past President  
Emmalyn German, President-Elect 
Vicki Sacket, Secretary 
Gary Lance, Treasurer 
Nancy Cauthron, Member Representative 
R. T. Bolerjack, Member Representative 

 

Standing Committee Chairpersons 

Shirley Mears, Programs 
John Martin and Frank Dewey, Bylaws and  
 Organization 
Linda Carley, Membership and Calling  
 

Special Committee and Activity Leaders 

Vicki Sacket, Historian 
Barbara Culbertson, Book Discussions 
Renda Brumbeloe, Music 
Wayne Sacket, Get-Acquainted Moments 
Howard Culbertson, SNU Connections 

 

 
Website Information 

 
ASP Information 
http://asp.snu.edu 

 
SNU Sports Activities 
Football Game information 

https://snuathletics.com/schedule.aspx?
path=football  

Women’s Soccer Information 
https://snuathletics.com/schedule.aspx?path=wsoc  

Men’s Soccer Information 
https://snuathletics.com/schedule.aspx?path=msoc  

http://asp.snu.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnuathletics.com%2Fschedule.aspx%3Fpath%3Dfootball&data=02%7C01%7C%7C712d8238def14b86006f08d71eada413%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637011604030414696&sdata=EyNo9RX00mpxV81TBfx4R
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnuathletics.com%2Fschedule.aspx%3Fpath%3Dfootball&data=02%7C01%7C%7C712d8238def14b86006f08d71eada413%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637011604030414696&sdata=EyNo9RX00mpxV81TBfx4R
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnuathletics.com%2Fschedule.aspx%3Fpath%3Dwsoc&data=02%7C01%7C%7C712d8238def14b86006f08d71eada413%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637011604030424713&sdata=Qjyl9O2A1SPBFQ1yAcjbQjF5g
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnuathletics.com%2Fschedule.aspx%3Fpath%3Dmsoc&data=02%7C01%7C%7C712d8238def14b86006f08d71eada413%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637011604030434712&sdata=qO0W2Twr1sfd8q5DGufRM2pTD

