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The Preacher—An Example

ITIH A voung preacher, once, we were sitting in the

-\‘ x -/ office of a venerable pastor in a great city, whither

we had gone on business. After the business” was
through, the conversation drifted on other subjects of a min-
isterial character, and along lines of advice and counsel to the
voung preacher. After many things had been said by both of
us older ministers, the old pastor looked with a benignant ex-
pression and with a voice of great tenderness said to the young
preacher, “Brother, all we have said to you has been good and
helpful, but I have yet a more important thing to sny to you.
1f I had my ministerial life to live over again I will candidly
say to you that over and beyond all things else I would strive
to cultivate personal piety as a preacher and as a man. I am
more persuaded that this is by all odds the most profoundly im-
portant and most needed of all things in the preacher. I would
cultivate the habit and the life of prayer, and malke it thé great
business of my life to be personally and intensely a good man,
illustrating in my life and walk the godly traits and the re-
ligious duties T am called to preach in my sermons. After all.
my voung brother, it is this that will give power and influence
to our preaching, far more than learning or sprightliness or
social gifts or aught else. If I could speak to every young
preacher in the world today before I go hence I would say
strive, more than for all else, to be personally and intensely
and whole-heartedly pious. Live a personally clean and holy
life, whatever else you may do or have or may lack.”. i

Reinforced by the beantiful life and ¢areer of this devout
man of God, these words made a profound impression on me.
The young preacher was also impressed and should have been.
I want to insist upon this for all our preachers. It is this pioug
life—this godly walk and conversation—we need in our preach-
ers, and must have if they impress the world and do the work
to which they are called.

“Preach by vour lives, or preach not at all,™is a saying all
gold. Tt has been well said, “A man can not be a faithful min-
ister until he preaches Christ for Christ’s sake.” It is tre-
mendously important also to say with emphasis a man can not
be a faithful minister who does not preach as strongly and well
by his life, outside of the pulpit, as he preaches by his sermons
in the pulpit. To live the gospel is harder than to preach it.
but it is the living which makes the preaching of it easy and
saving, . '

The preacher in spirit and conduct is to be an illuminated
gospel. His character and conduct are the pictures which em-
bellish and impress his sermons. The preacher’s example will
influence when his sermons are powerless. The life will preach
when the sermon is forgotten. The life will live when the ser-
mon 15 dead. The disciples won by the preacher’s holy life will
be his most enduring work. It ought to be written in gold over
every preacher’s study, “The first duty of a minister i1s humbly
to beg God that all he wants done in those who hear him may
first be truly and fully done in himself.”

Tt is impossible for the sermon to be divorced from the
character of the man who preached it. It is impossible for the
preacher to bring his people by his sermons to a higher piety
than his own. His own life will hang like weights on his
preaching, and bring the preaching down to the level of the
preacher’s living. The sermon may be beautiful in utterance
and in word, may pattern the life of Christ, but if the preacher
himself be not Christly the subtle poison of his own character
and conduet will deprave the fruitage and despoil all the flow-
ers of the most honeyed and heavenly deliverances.

‘The world will not read God’s Bible. The world will not
see God’s Christ. We must give'them an opéii*'Bible which
they can not help but read. We must bring them to a Christ
they can not fail to see. The preacher, by his holy life, is to
be an open Bible and an alluring Christ to the world. Men
see them whether they will or not. Their examples are an open
Bible, a constant sermon, a present Christ. Such a preacher
presses on men’s consciences like the all-surrounding and all-

potent air, and draws, warms, and sweetens like the Tight.” The

Bible shmtsthe preacher up to preach by his life, or to be silent..

The Bible relegates to silence and oblivion, homiletics anq
preaching -rules, but it charges the preacher by constant, mj.
nute, solemn iteration and reiteration to be an example in a))
things.

Talked Up or Talked Down

RE.—\DER, did you ever stop and think how much yoyp
pastor’s success depended upon how vou talked ahoyt
him? Did it ever occur to you.that you can either talk
the pastor up or' talk him down? More. Did you ever stop to
think that yon can not expect perfection in your pastor! W,
mean that you can not expect him to live and preach and walk
before the eyes of the church without, at times, doing things
that will evoke criticism and fault-finding. Often and gener-
ally this fault-finding will be without foundation, for it must
needs be, if the preacher is faithful. that he will have to re.
buke, exhiort, and correct, and he can not hope to evade giving
offense. Lven if he should be at times untactful and nnwis
in his manner of doing these delicate and unwelcome things,
remember that he is morxtal, that his xim was righteous, and
you must stand by him when he is assailed by others,

Sometimes, however. he may be clearly at fault in matters
of a graver or minor character, and there will be ready swift
objections and criticisms. Even in these eases you must be
his friend. What? Be the friend of a2 man in fault! Yes
why not! Of course we do not mean you are to defend the
mistale or the wrong he has done: by no means. But while
he understands that you are not defending him in his wrong,
at the same time you are not ready to condemn and send to the
gullows your brother {pr one mistake: for then you yourself
would have to follow him there if your kind of justice be meted
out to all alike. How many a preacher has been ruined by
some small blunder due to lack of years of experience, and the
absence of some few broad-minded and charitable members
who stood promptly-in the breach, not to defend the wrong,
but to say to the multitude of critics, “Let him that is without
sin cast the first stone.”” What a boon are a few such true men
who forgive an erring brother, and determine not to let a carp-
ing and critical crowd damn a brother for one mistake of ig-
norance of youth or some weakness which he has not vet had
time to outgrow.

" Stand by your preacher at all times, and if he should finally
sin the unforgivable sin and impenitently turn back to his
wallowing in the mire, then, when you have to leave him to his
folly and sin. do it with a sorrow in your heart and a prayer
that God may yet arrest and save him.

We started out to say something on a: different line. We
want to insist upon the members talking up their preacher in
his daily work. He will be criticized often by the thought-
less. Some will say, “Well, we had a very poor sermon to-
day.” Such expressions as these will often be heard in criti
cism of your pastor. Now, brother, never join in or agree with
such an expression for fear you will be considered a poor judge
of preaching. Be true to your pastor on all such occasions.
Just remind the critie that he may not be an infallible judge
of preaching and that very few men ave. Teil him that God
would hardly have called the brother into the pulpit if He had
not seen something in him that you and the people need to
hear. Remind him that very often the lack of interest in the
sermon is more due to the listener than to the preacher. Re
mind him that Iawyers have not one-tenth as many speeches to
prepare to deliver as the preacher hds to get ready, and the
wonder is how a preacher can be as interesting as he is gener-
ally. From this view of the case we ought to be ready to overr
look his failure to be fresh and interesting, even when we cab
not believe but that he did lack these things on this special
occasion.

Prr-church-at-Kphesus-or Philippinever advertised a baza!

or a strawberry festival, or a “pink tea.”
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The Awful Sleep of Sin

By Rev. C. H. LANCASTER

#»But exhort one another daily, while it is
called To day; lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3:13).

O ONE can deny the truthfulness of
N the ahove caption. Hence the great

importance of exhorting “one an-
other”; and there is great necd that every oue
exhort himself, and his neighbor “daily’—
apon each day; or day by day, while we ha}'c
the opportunity, lest sin through its deceit-
fulness_cause one to fall into the awful sleep
of sin. “While it is called To day.” While
the “today” lasts is the opportunity. A man
once said, “Tomorrow is the day when idle
men work, and fools repent.”

The story found in Exodus 8:8-10 presents
to us the compromise which Satan has so suc-
cessfully proposed to men and women who
have heard God’s voice and purposed obedi-
ence thereto. “If you must serve God. do 1t
fomorrow. Do not be in a hurry. Consider
well. Remember that this is a grave and seri-
ous problem. Do not be precipitate. Be pru-
dent. Think it over! You can not decide it
in & minute. There is time enough—wait.
0f course I understand ultimately you expect
to become such a servant of God, but do not
throw away the present day pleasure or profit.”
Yes, tomorrow is the day that never is. Sa-
tan’s suggestion is tomorrow, and he cares not
how many good resolutions you form. if you
will only fix them for tomorrow. “Tomorrow;
¢h, tomorrow is the philosophy of fools. To-
morrow is the subterfuge of moral imbeciles.”
Therc is a story that once Rev. Thomas Chal-
mers. a mighty preacher of righteousness,
suddenly stopped in the midst of a great ser-
mon, and flinging his arm out, pointed his
finger straight at a noted judge who sat at
the rear of the congregation under the gal-
lery, and cried, “Judge, God says ‘now.’ Sa-
tan says, ‘Some other time” When do you
say? It is said that the judge rose to his
feet and with trembling voice, said, “I have
resisted the voice of God too long. T have
compromised day by day. T yield now to God.
1 sny with Him ‘Now.” God says in His
Word, “Boast not thyself of tomorrow. You
know not what a day may bring forth.”

“Lest any of you” Plense note that the
“you” is very emphatic. “That from among
sou no one be hardened.” Men are hardened.
we frankly admit, and it really appears that
85 tho years go by they become harder and
more dificult to reach; and it can be attrib-
uted to nothing but the “deceitfulness of sin.”
How deceiving and disappointing is sinl Tt
offers its best first, and with its best comes
laughter that ends in weeping; joy that ends
in sorrow; pleasures that end in pain; and
bricht hopes that end in bitter disappoint-
ment.”

I pass the following along which I read a
few days ago: ©“A certain woman was sick,
She took five grains of morphine when she
intended to take five grains of quinine. She
ot once became very sleepy. Her appearance
5o alarmed her relatives that.they sent for
the physician. He soon discovered the mis-
take, and, with the husband and friends, en-
deavored to arouse her from the stupor of the
drug. They shook her and sprinkled water on
ber, but all the time she begged to be left
tlone, ‘Tf I only get to sleep I will .be well!
the would say; while the physician said. ‘If
the does get fairly to sleep; she will never
awaken,” and, compelling. her, they walked
with her, one on each side,. about the room
“one-whole Tight,  Toward TMOTning Conscions-
Dess bégan to return, and she was saved.” We

Soul-Winning Tracts

.There is néed, now and then, to remind

results are frequently achieved tfom most
humble beginnings. Here is an instance:

One day a little boy belonging to a
Sunday school in Philadelphia met one

" of his friends, to whom he mentioned his
expectation of a visit to his relatives in
the country.

“Well,” said his friend, “and what are
you going to the country for?” .

“Oh, I shall run about and play in the
fields and enjoy myself very much."

"“Well, so much you are going to do for
yourself. What else do you expect to do?”

“Why, I can help the farmers perhaps.”

“Well, so much for yourself and the
farmers. But what, my little frfend, do
you expect to do for your heavenly
Father?”

“What, me!” replied the child, in aston-
ishment. “What can such a child as I
do for God?”

“You can do much. Now, I'll give yon
a bundle of tracts. Take these, and when
you go into the country, distribute them.”

“Oh, to be sure, sir, I can do that.”
And he received the tracts.

Now, here was the seed sown. Let us
see the result. The boy thus armed, went

being there a day or so, a boy lving in
the neighborhood asked him if he would
help gather the cows together and bring
them home.

“OK" thought the juvenile missionary,
“here will be a good chance to give one
of my tracts.” So off they started for
the cows. ’

The child (for he was no more) took
out one of the silent preachers, saying,
“fere is something for you.”

“What is it?” looking it over; “what Is
it

“It is something good to read,” said
the lad. '

“But T can not read. Never mind. I'll
take it home; they can read it there.”

Some days after, the country boy met
hig city friend. *“Well,” said he, “that
little book you gave me made a great stir
at our house, I tell you.”

“Did it though? How do you mean?"

“Why."” replied he, “they read the tract,
and then they read the Bible, and when
" Sunday came, they made me get out the
old carriage and clean it up, and then
we all got in who could, and the rest got
on before and behind, and rode off to
church. That tract’s done great things,
1 tell you.”

Subsequently it was ascertained that
this one tract was the means of convert-
ing twenty-four souls.—Selected.
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do not wonder that the husband, friends. and
neighbors became alarmed at this threaten-
ing of physical death and made a desperate
effort to save the woman’s life. She had taken
into her system a deadly drug which had
eansed all consciousness of danger to disap-
pear ard if it had not been for the efforts of
those who were aware of the danger she would
have fallen to sleep never to awaken.

But people are daily drinking a more deadly
poison than morphine—they have drunken .it
until their spiritual sensibilities have become

" deadened:. Oh, the awful condition of this

sin‘ridden  _ world—drunken; deluded, axd:
asleep on" the awful drug of sin—asleep!
AsLeep! )

The world is sleeping the sleep of eternal
death! What can be done to wake up men?
They are moving hellward by the multiplied
thousands. Nothing. will eause men to see
themselves and show up the wickedness of
this world like the preaching of the unadul-
terated gospel, with the power of-the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven. Something
must be done! Men and women are aslecp
on the drug of sin. They are sleeping the
sleep of eternal death.

HARTFORD, COXNN.
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The Administration of the
Holy Spirit
By Rey. N B. Suang, M.D.

D ALMIGIITY, Maker of heaven and

earth; who made the moon and the

stars—the work of His fingers, which
He ordained—seemed to cease for a season to
contemplate the havoe caused by Lucifer and
his angels, and when He considered His plan
to put away sin and “destroy the works of
the devil,” He wanted Mother Eve to hear the
ultimatum, for Ie knew from the beginning
that nothing was impossible for Him to form-
ulate and accomplish, for the “wisdom of man
is foolishness with God.” When He placed
the government upon His Son, God the Fa-
ther's administration ceased—as pertaining to
the salvation of men—and He filled His Son
with Himself at the Jordan.

Jesus the man at onc¢ recognized the part
that had been put upon His shoulders, and He
said, “All power is givgn me in heaven and
earth,” and from that homent the Son’s ad-
ministration began. He had fulfilled all the
law and the prophets, and began to preach
the kingdom of God that, “cometh not by ob-
servation”; but that is “within you” (Luke
15:20, 21).

The long period of time—since God said
in the presence of Eve, to Satan, “her seed;
it shall bruise thy head”—culminated in His
inearnation by the power of the Holy Ghost;
by forging a way through sin, death, and hell,
and bringing us back to God; by breaking the
bars of death, leading captivity captive, and
giving gifts unto men. This was so amaz-
ingly and wonderfully accomplished within
three short years, by the tragic scenes of Cal-
vary, following the gregtest battle on earth in
Gethsemane. Christ Jesus proved His divin-
ity and began casting out devils at once. Soon
was ushered in the Pentecost, when His ad-
minjstration ended, and He and His Father
eame on the day of Pentecost (John 14: 6-26),
filling the hundred and twenty; three thou-
sand the next day, and have been filling Chris-
tian men and women every day since, who are
willing to be purified by faith (Acts 15:8, 9),
and receive the Holy Ghost, which is' God’s
-Spirit i His—“greater fullmezs-

So we are and have been living the Spirit










































