18 December 2024

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

WEEK 4
PEACE

This is week four of our special Advent series. Over the coming weeks of the season
leading up to Christmas, NMI Central and Kids Kaleidoscope will introduce you to some
of the unique traditions that are kept across the Global Church of the Nazarene. We
hope you enjoy this wonderful Season of Advent, Christmastide, and Epiphany.

When the Prince of Peace came, and Immanuel was ‘with us’, it was with the purpose of
building bridges for all people to find their way home to God. Christ broke down all the
dividing walls and brought peace to the earth.

The “Shalom” [peace] of God is known when all things are as they were meant to be. It
is a deep and abiding sense of well-being, fulfillment, and blessing—something we wish
for everyone.
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Nazarenes have sought to be agents of peace, offering help and care, healing, and
grace. In the midst of suffering, Nazarenes have shared the touch of Jesus with the
dispossessed, discouraged, and disenfranchised. Those of us who know His peace are

called to share it with those around us.

To learn more about the nativity scene and peace that only Jesus brings, check out
the Advent Kids Kaleidoscope. One of the suggested activities is to make a Nativity
bracelet that can be used to share Jesus’ birth and the peace that He brings with
others. Kids Kaleidoscope is a special NMI Central supplement created to help
children, youth, and adults learn more about our Nazarene family around the world.
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w Nativity Bracelet Craft w
Tell the story of Jasus’ birth with the help of your Nativity bracelet. N

Create the brocelet using beads, or just color the one below. Whichever you choose, every time you wear this,

you can remember and share with others hat:
"He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peoce”.
Boaoh 36

Week #4 = PEACE
e o Wha da you think of when you think of the word peace?

ﬁ Advent Kid's Kaleidoscope

and all of this hoppened because:

Welcoma 1o Acvert kicks koleidascope \Week 4 about peoce! What does peace mean? The dicticrary says
oz quiat, harrncay, ira heastility, andfear. fyou closs your ayes and shink of paoes whar
comes tayour mind®Who do you think of whar you think of the word pencs Moyba Jasus, the Bibl tells us
He is the princa of peace. Whan he came to earth az a boky it wasrt vary pencsful, thare wars allot of pacple
whadidnt i thaidea of this naw king corning. But tha anly woy e £on have peoce in our lives iif wa invita
Jezuzin He s peoce ond we hove peacs in knawing him.
Christmasis when wa caibrota ha B of Jesus, ondin many piases you wil 558 akativiry scan, o o
mangar scang. Thy yeu might @ven act out this scene inyour church
What csmetly o Natiity z2ana locks il will dapend on whans you I in tha werld Sama placaz it can ook

For God sa loved the world that he gave his one and anly Son, that whoever belleves in him shall not perish but have
etarnal life.
Iohn 36

To make the brocelet you will need the followingitems:
« aplpe cleaner or string
+ beads of any kindin the following colors:
= pink. white, crange. groy. brown, blue, green, purple
+ yallow star bead or just aregular yellow beod

lika o woodsn shattar, in othar ploces, it could be.a tant, it could avan be o cave. What it looks lika is not s
impartant os whao should ba of tha canter cfit. Abaly wropped in clath, laying on hay ar grassin tha placs
whara normally you find animals food. musomahoudnaandum@mmmmmdsw
cribar crodia. InFrench the ward ish tha word i t In
Enyshwknmnmnhbmys:m
Balow color the mastimp partaf vity scana; baby Jesus. Than, drow ather peogla, arimals and
amns you right find in o natiity zcans whara you liva. Than an the next poge you can make o brocalat 1o 4.Groy - to remind us of the donkey that corried Mary and her baby on the long journey to Bethleham.
wear to remarnioer tha stony of haw the Princa of peoos come o sarth, and you con vze your bracalat fo fell 5. Brown - represents the stable, the only place Mary and Joseph could find 1o rest among the animals.

tha story o othars, sharing the hope, love, joy and peace of Jesus. 6.Blue - is for baby Jesus, the Savier of the World,
7.Green - ta remind us of the shepherds wha were taking care of their sheep In the fields, and came to

worship boby lesus.

8 vellow star bead or Yellow bead - far the star that shone brightly above the ploce where Jesus wos born,
letting all those who saw It know something special hoppened there.

9.Purple - for the three wise men who trovelad greot distonces following the star to be bring presents fo the

keing,
10.Jingle bell - to remind us to make some noise, and shore the Good News of Jesus Christ, coming to earth to
save His people from sin and darkness. This news is too good to keep to ourselves, we need to share it!

+ asmall jingle bell

String the beads onta the pipe cleaner or string in the following order.
1.Pink = represents Mary, the mother of Jesus.
2.Whire - for the Angel thot told her not 1o be ofrald and that she would have a baby. the son of God.
3 Orange - is for Jaseph, Jesus' enrthly father, who loved him and took great core of hirm.

‘When all the beads are on the pipe cleaner of string. tie or wrag the ends together to close the bracelet.
fyau colared the bracelet below, ope the ends together.

‘Then, practice sharing the story of Jesus' birth using yaur new Nativity Bracelet.
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Tape or Glue
i e
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As we approach the day of celebration, may we all be hopeful as we prepare, loving
as we lean into the world around us, joyful as we share with others, and peaceful in a
world that needs to know that Immanuel is with us! Jesus is Lord. Merry Christmas!

Did You Know?
Silent Night is considered the most commonly sung Christmas carol around the world,

translated into more languages than any other? "Stille Nacht” was written by Joseph
Mohr in 1816, and put to music by Franz Gruber in 1818.
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Click here to download the rest of Kids Kaleidoscope for Week
#4 of Advent as we learn more about the peace of Christmas
around the world.

PRAYER

e Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! And, for all who are
suffering in the nations of the Middle East.

e Pray for your Nazarene family who encounter the displaced
and despairing around the world today; that they may be
ambassadors of peace.

PRAISE

e Praise God for your missionaries who serve around the world,
messengers of peace and good will towards all of humankind.

¢ Praise the Lord for whatever part He calls you to, or enables
you to play, in His mission of building bridges of peace in the
world today.

Could You Serve?
Is God calling you to participate in His mission?
For more information, click here.

NMI Central is available in a curated PDF archive.
To read previous editions, click here.
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https://www.facebook.com/NazareneMissionsInternational
https://www.instagram.com/nmiglobal/
http://nazarene.org/nmi
http://nazarene.org/
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