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ABSTRACT

This study sought to identify and describe factors contributing to Generation
Congregation (GenCon) young people deciding to become members of Taytay First
Church of the Nazarene. This research is significant because it showed the factors which
led to the decision of GenCon young people to become members of Taytay First Church
of the Nazarene. The study may also help the church evaluate all the programs and
strategies they have for retaining the young people who attend their youth group. The
findings of this study will also help other youth organizations in the local congregation of

the Church of the Nazarene and other denominations in the Philippines and globally.

The researcher used purposive nonprobability sampling for the quantitative
survey, wherein the respondents were selected from the target population on the basis of
their fit with the purpose of the study. In this study the members of Taytay First Church
of the Nazarene who were previously and currently attending GenCon service were
identified. Two youth leaders were involved in identifying the members. The surveys
were administrated in three services, Tagalog, English, and GenCon of Taytay Church of

the Nazarene. The Wilcoxon Matched-Pairs Test was used to treat the data.

Null hypothesis one says, “There is no significant comparative difference between
the answers of GenCon attenders regarding factors that led them to initially attend
GenCon and factors that led them to join in membership with Taytay First Church of the
Nazarene.” This null hypothesis was accepted. Although the factors that led people to

first attend GenCon, and the factors that led attenders to join the church could be

identified and ranked, it showed no significant comparative difference. Overall findings
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of the scores did not show a significant difference above the mark of 0.05. However, a
notable comparative finding in this study was that both the number one factor why
respondents attended for the first time and the number one reason why they became
members was because ‘they want to know and grow in the Lord.” This led the researcher
" to a conclusion that GenCon young people are longing to grow in knowledge and faith in

God.

Null hypothesis two says, “There is no significant comparative difference
between the answers of GenCon attenders regarding their level of spiritual commitment
while attending GenCon and them becoming a member of Taytay First Church of the
Nazarene, in regards to their spiritual habits and involvement in the ministry.” this null
hypothesis was rejected. All of the respondents scored a positive growth in their spiritual
commitment. All of the respondents grew in the two areas tested their spiritual habits and
involvement in the ministry. Growing in their spiritual habits and involvement in the
ministry is also the fruit of their desire to know and grow in the Lord, which was the

number one factor in their attending for the first time and also their becoming a member

of Taytay First Church of the Nazarene.

Recommendations were identified for the enhancement of the GenCon youth
ministry: (a) continue to introduce new and interesting ways of teaching the Word of God
to the new generation; (b) create a separate list of membership roll which comes from
GenCon, aside from the general membership list of the church, for easy evaluation of the
growth of GenCon in terms of their commitment to become a member; and (c)
recommend further research into factors contributing to young peoples’ decision to drop

out of GenCon service. This will balance the current study.
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