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The Basic Denominational Executive
By Hugh C. Benner*

eneral superintendent? District superintendent? Executive
G secretary? Institutional executive? General officer? Is the true
basic denominational executive in these categories?

By the very nature of these assignments those who hold these
positions live much in the limelight, and | would not minimize their
importance. They figure prominently in public services and for
the most part are relatively well-known throughout their area or the
church generally. Because of this it is probably normal for people
to feel that the destiny of the church and the greater opportunities
for service are inherent in these assignments.

In his recent book, From Sacred to Profane America, Dr. William
A. Clebsch, of Stanford University, makes some sound historical
observations regarding the place of the congregation and the pastor
in the success of any denomination. In the first place, he reminds us
that in America only has the congregation been dominant as the
unit of religious life. He further declares that, while it is true as
a general assumption that the members make the church what it
is, it is specificially true that it is the members in congregations
who determine the final quality of the church.

The end result of this is that, even though there may be move-
ments toward centralization in organization and authority, no de-
nomination is actually governed by its general executives. Since
the congregation is the basic unit of church life and achievement,
the true denominational executive is the pastor.

For years | have been reminding our pastors and people that in
a very real sense there is no “general church,” no “district church.”
The church is found in the local church. In the last analysis, if
anything is done for Christ through the Church of the Nazarene, it
will be done by the local churches. The denomination and its service
rendered will be the resultant of what all our local churches are
doing—or not doing.

So | write in exaltation of the pastoral ministry. What an assign-
ment! What an honor! What a responsibility! Let no preacher
seek any higher privilege or preferment—there is none. No modern
denomination has given the pastor greater freedom in the adminis-
tration of the local church than the Church of the Nazarene. So,
pastor, it is yours to match the breadth of opportunity by the
quality and effectiveness of your administration. You are the basic
denominational executive.

Study, pray, preach, think, plan, call, evangelize, build, and
yours can be a strong, balanced, spiritual, growing church that will
strengthen the Church of the Nazarene and bring honor to the
name of Jesus Christ.

+General superintendent emeritus.



Needless Ministerial Suicide

othing is inconsequential which helps or hinders a man in the
ministry. Viewed by itself, the fox that nibbles on the tender
vines may properly be called “little,” but viewed in the light of
the damage done, it is big. Some men fall short of complete success
because they are blind to seemingly insignificant faults.

District superintendents have seen it dozens of times: men
with a great start didn't quite make it into orbit, not because of
major weaknesses, but small faults, which could almost be called
trifles. And observers are always saddened by the flounderings of
some good brother when they know that he could have made it if
he had changed just a little here and there. Maybe it was his care-
less dress, or indiscreet tongue, or undisciplined eating, or financial
carelessness, or chronic fretting and worry, or supersensitivity to
criticism, or explosiveness under pressure, or impulsive commitments,
or rigidity in administration, or coldness in personality, or possibly
a little folly, which like dead flies cause the ointment of the apoth-
ecary to stink (Eccles. 10:1).

Naturally the question comes to mind, Why didn't someone talk
to him? Maybe no one did. Perhaps a kind friend might have
helped. In some happy cases a good, frank talk has salvaged a man’s
ministry. It has been embarrassing, to both parties, but redemptive.
The problem is, the recipient must have a degree of humility and
teachableness which, unfortunately, is too often not possessed.

Intelligence plays its part too. Some want to improve, but they
can't see the fault even when told about it. One gentle mother in
Israel said to her very young pastor who had been berating his flock
unmercifully, “Can’t you give us an orange once in a while?” He
stared at her without understanding. But he began to think of it,
until gradually her meaning penetrated his cranial armor. It was a
turning point, for not only did he try to change the tone of his
preaching—when once he got the idea—but deliberately set about
learning how to feed his people. But he almost missed it by his
dullness.

The sad fact is that too often men who are insensitive to their
faults themselves are impervious to the hints of their friends. They
may even not catch on—or at least not put forth the effort to
change—when knocked down and almost out by the club of the ballot.
When this is the case, the grieving wife, district superintendent,
and friends, all of whom may have tried to tell him, have to stand
by helplessly and watch a good man strangle himself by a com-
bination of small threads which he will not cut.

How can a young man guard himself against such a tragic end?
Let him do three things: First, pray for common sense, which
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includes the gift of self-criticism. Second, pray for enough humility
to listen to his wife, his superintendent, and his friends, without re-
treating behind rationalization and other defense mechanisms. Let
him take off his ego-protective armor and throw it in the trash,
once and for all. It's too costly to maintain and too heavy to carry
around; just wearing it consumes too high a percentage of his
energies.

Third, he should study his holy calling constantly, by observing
his brethren (charitably, of course), by listening at district as-
semblies and preachers’ meetings, and by being a constant and avid
reader of books on the ministry. His studying should not be as a
haughty observer, but as a humble learner. What he hears and
reads he should apply to himself. In this way he will acquire an
awareness of the pitfalls of his vocation and of his own weaknesses
which will safeguard him from needless failure. Since every man
called of God may succeed, why not do so?

Power of Home Atmosphere

paragraph in a sermon by Chris Chappell is so loaded with
A relevance that it should be quoted entire:

“What power there is in an atmosphere. | do not think we
have ever appreciated its real might. You can live in a wrong
atmosphere till your taste for the things of the Spirit is in large
measure lost. You can live in a wrong atmosphere till your moral
sense is blunted, till you lose your capacity to be shocked. You
can dwell there till the most hideous and disgusting vice seems al-
together normal and natural and a thing to be desired.”*

This is precisely the devastating power of unbridled TV. For
undeniably, when on, and its volume turned up a bit, it determines
the atmosphere of a home. It is complete master. The flashing,
fascinating figures on the screen, the voices filling the house, the
noises booming forth, raucous laughter, screaming singing, blaring in-
struments, simulated applause, sound effects of commercials, every
conceivable device of mental assault, calculated to shatter defenses—
all of this struts and swaggers as absolute ruler. Just try to alter
the atmosphere by beginning to sing, or praising God, or having a
prayer meeting, or reading a devotional book, or even carrying on a
sane conversation, if you don't believe the loud, brazen box is king.
You either have to turn it off, or give up trying to compete with
itt. And many homes, including parsonages, would rather give up
anything else than turn it off. Evidently they have a horror of
missing something—perhaps the next beer or cigarette commercial.

In gradually becoming accustomed to this voice of the world,
we are fulfilling Chappell's prediction. What he said would happen
(Continued on page 13)

“"Familiar Failures, p. 129 (Baker Book House, reprinted 1968); used by permission.



If there is little depth in seeking
there may be little depth

The Slower Pace

in experience

in the Second Work

By J. Kenneth Grider*

hen A sinner is convicted dur-
W ing a service and comes for-
ward to be saved, he is usually con-
verted within a brief time. However,
when a believer comes forward to be
sanctified wholly, more time-elapse
often occurs before he receives the
baptism with the Holy Spirit. In-
deed, often the believer seeks entire
sanctification over a period of days
or weeks, or even months.

Why this is so is somewhat shroud-
ed in mystery. For while it is true
that there were 10 days of tarrying
in the Upper Room before the 120
early believers were sanctified whol-
ly, others in those times received
their Pentecost without tarrying so
extended a time (Acts 8; 10; 19).

It is possible that the greater time-
elapse, often occurring in the case of
entire sanctification, is due to the
nature of consecration, which is a
prerequisite to sanctifying faith. Re-
pentance, which is a prerequisite to
justifying faith, is often more quickly
accomplished than is consecration.
Perhaps the negative reversion to sin
and the purpose to serve God are
more readily entered into than is
entire consecration. In the latter,
there is positive, area-by-area yield-

¢Professor of Theology,
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
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ing of oneself to God, and this seems
to take more time. Perhaps a person
sees quite readily what he must quit
doing in order to be saved, while it
is less easily discernible what he must
do in order to be entirely conse-
crated to God.

Furthermore, the sinner who
comes forward to be saved might well
have been thinking for some time of
making this kind of change. It might
well engage his thoughts off and on
for years. Then, when he finally
comes forward, it is the culmination
of a step which he might have con-
sidered for a long time. Later, he
hears a sermon on entire sanctifica-
tion, and might begin to seek the
experience right after being con-
vinced of its validity. As a Christian
he is walking in the light, and he
begins to walk in this particular light.
The sinner can have willfully re-
fused light on being saved, over a
long period of time, but could all the
while hear further sermons and
thereby gain much intellectual un-
derstanding of the first work of grace;
but the believer would lose his justi-
fication if he were willfully to re-
fuse known light on entire sanctifica-
tion. It is likely, therefore, that he
would come forward to seek holiness
with less time for considering the

The Nazarene Preacher



matter than often obtains when a
sinner comes forward to be saved.
This too, then, might figure in what
we often observe—a slower pace
in becoming sanctified wholly than
in becoming converted.

If, then, we find that to help a
believer into the experience of en-
tire sanctification is often a more

"By all means save some,"
Some church schools are doubtful
"all" have yet been tried.

drawn-out ministry than is that of
helping a sinner to be saved, it might
be that we should expect this as
characteristic of receiving the second
work of grace. The roast in the oven
will not burn; or if it is the capstone
time of a night service, the late snack
and the “beddy-byes” will just have
to be delayed.

said Paul.

if

Changing Methods in Christian Education

By Don

hat's happening in adult Chris-
tian education? Not much . .. just
a revolution!

A new era is here. It is difficult to
say when it first appeared, but it is
here. Unlike a bomb, it did not sudden-
ly explode upon us. Rather, it slipped
quietly into a few churches while the
rest of us continued on in our usual
way—too busy to notice it.

In public education the use of such
aids as television, teaching machines,
computers, etc., continues to increase.
This greater reliance upon machines
and technology tends to impersonalize
education.

Christian education does not always
adopt the techniques, tools, and phi-
losophies of public education. Our goals
are different. Public education is deal-
ing with general knowledge in the hope
of forming a productive and intelligent

#Pastor, College Church, Olivet Nazarene Col-
lege, Kankakee, 111 Reprinted with permission
from Nazarene Directors’ Digest, winter, 1968.
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Irwin*

individual. We, in Christian education,
are bringing our people into contact
with the Word of God, trying to de-
velop a Christlike character.

The program of Christian education
has two parts—worship and learning.
We are more responsive to spiritual
truths in an atmosphere of worship and
meditation. Therefore we should give
serious thought to adequate space, light-
ing, worship centers, noise barriers, and
privacy.

The transition in Christian education
which we are experiencing is moving
from a known, stable, and uniform to
an unproven, experimental stage. It is
a change from a plan which provided
identical educational experiences for all
people to a plan which allows and en-
courages a variety of experiences. The
presentation of new methods and
ideas is not to say the past has been
wrong or inadequate for its time. It is
rather to remind us that old patterns
and social structures everywhere are
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giving way to new technological
vances.

Christian education has two choices:
It can continue in the same way it has
traveled for the past decades or it may
begin to create new ways of providing
learning experiences relevant to the
needs and interest of the people.

May | underscore the word interest.
We must find ways to interest the out-
sider in Sunday school. Outside in-
terests are growing. Today’s society has
increased leisure time, longer weekends,
with boats, seaside and mountain cab-
ins, and comfortable, air-conditioned
homes to clamor for its attention. With
this comes an increasing dissatisfaction
with the present Sunday school classes
and teaching methods—evidenced by a

30 to 50 percent absenteeism every
Sunday.

ad-

Here are some ideas which are being
used, or at least being discussed, by
some church groups:

Within approximately five years, the
way technology is advancing, most
churches will be able to own a video
tape recorder. This machine which re-
cords and plays back both picture and
sound from a ribbon of magnetic tape
will be as commonplace as the sound
tape recorder is today.

For some time now, public education
has realized and utilized the values of
teaching by television. It is used not
only where teacher shortgages exist,
but also school-wide where a master
teacher and the classroom teacher work
in a team-teaching arrangement.

Basically, the master teacher, chosen
for his ability to teach effectively and
for mastery of a subject matter, pre-
sents via closed-circuit television the
core of the lesson material. He makes
the presentation in a classroom or tele-
vision studio equipped with all modern
devices and materials necessary for ef-
fective teaching. The lesson is carried
throughout the school via closed-circuit
television. Following this core presenta-
tion the individual classroom teacher
takes over as the other member of the
team with further information, applica-
tion, and discussion. These core-curric-
ulum presentations for whole courses
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are prepared and taped well in advance.
The advantages of such an approach
have been demonstrated numerous
times.

Since such an approach has proven
so effective in public education, it
would seem sensible that the Church
give some serious thought to adopting
such an approach.

A master teacher, or several master
teachers of proven ability, would pre-
pare and teach the core material of a
quarter’s church school lessons using all
the material and techniques of modern
teaching. These lessons would be
video-taped well in advance, perhaps a
year or more. The tapes would be dup-
licated in great quantity and distributed
by the denomination to its churches on
a purchase or rental basis.

On the designated Sunday, the local
church would play back the video-taped
lesson to television monitors through-
out the church school. (Small churches
could gather in an assembly hall to
watch on fewer monitors.) In the pres-
ent television-literate age, less attention
would need to be given to a graded
series of lessons. Following this
presentation of core curriculum mate-
rial, the individual classroom teacher
would take over.

One of the great advantages of such
an approach is that every church, no
matter the size, would be able to pro-
vide for every person the very best
teachers available coupled with the sup-
portive, individual attention which the
local teacher could provide.

Teacher-training would also be a
built-in advantage, since each local
classroom teacher would have opportu-
nity to study and observe a first-rate,
experienced teacher in action.

LIBRARY: The library is coming in-
to its own in growing churches. The
church library should be a treasure-
house containing jewels of wisdom, ad-
venture, inspiration, and devotion. An
adequate library has several uses. It
provides resource material for teachers
and leaders. It provides informative
material to young and old on pressing
problems of life, home, marriage, and
school.

The Nazarene Preacher



An adequate library becomes a profit-
able browsing place while waiting for
others engaged in committee meetings,
etc. Our schoolchildren today have more
exposure to libraries, and some now
find time for increased reading. The
Church should take advantage of this
trend and furnish Christian answers to
youth and teen-age problems through
library books.

The church library can be used for
reading during the Sunday school hour
by men and women who bring their
children to Sunday school but who
themselves will not attend a Sunday
school class.

Some may wish to read from a recom-
mended list, while others may prefer
to browse through the books and find
a title of their own choosing.

An expansion of the library can in-
clude tape recorders with earphones
for listening to recorded sermons, lec-
tures, or other prepared materials.

FILM ROOM: Visual aids, such as
filmstrip projectors and sound film pro-
jectors are becoming more common in
all of our congregations. Churches,
large or small, spend money for what
they think is important. If churches do
not have audio and visual material it
is not because they are small or poor.
It is because they do not think it is
important.

The little boy could not understand
how Peter could sleep on a house roof
and not fall off. Squelching an agnostic
in the bud, the teacher replied, “My
child, with God all things are possible.”
How different her reply might have
been if she had known (or remem-
bered) that the roof on which Peter
took his nap was a flat one!

All classrooms or department auditor-
iums will need to be darkened for
Sunday school use of these visual aids.
Built-in screens are very convenient
and useful in larger rooms.

A young man, home from his “hitch”
in the army, complained, “Never a film
in my church to show me how to love,
but in the army we had them every
day to teach how to hate and kill.”

An every-Sunday film in a special
film room would have a great drawing
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power among the unchurched of any
community, with proper publicity and
promotion. It would be difficult to
estimate how many new people would
visit our church to see “For Pete's
Sake,” or “The Restless Ones,” or a
Moody science film. There is the pos-
sibility that many of our regular mem-
bers would choose a good Christian film
over the regular classroom lesson pre-
sentation. The reaction to this could
be a better grade of teaching and in-
terest in the class.

With more and more good quality and
Christ-centered films available, this
could introduce hundreds of new peo-
ple to our Sunday school and church.
The above-mentioned films often result
in people seeking Christ as their Savior.

ELECTIVES: Classes offering sub-
jects and lecturers on material other
than the Uniform Bible series are al-
ready in use. The course is selected ac-
cording to the needs and interest of the
individual. Classes focus upon a com-
mon subject interest, rather than upon
a common age-group. There are many
possibilities for electives. They can be
used for the summer months, or they
can be used on a year-round basis.

The Bible class is now the most
widely used elective in churches. The
Bible class teacher covers, verse by
verse, each book of the Bible, but not
necessarily in their given order. Most
Bible classes are not limited numerically
to the usual 10 to 20, but are allowed
to grow to 50 and more. A recog-
nized Bible scholar can teach 75 people
as easily as 25.

CONVENTIONAL CLASSES IN
UNIFORM LESSONS: For the greatest
number of churches, the conventional
classroom with a teacher and 10 to 15
adults will continue to be used. | visited
an award-winning Southern Baptist
church and interviewed the educational
director for two hours. They have
grown, in six years, from an enrollment
of 700 to 1,700. They have no other
plan, program, or technique than class-
room teachers and visitation. | was
greatly impressed by the well-designed,
decorated, air-conditioned buildings. The
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use of folding partitions and room
dividers gave maximum use of their

space. The social hall served several
functions, including Sunday school
classes. A bookstore, a library, visual

aids, and modern printing equipment all
served to promote the Sunday school
program. The secret of their success was
“dynamic leadership and organization.”

I went back to my hotel room with a
lot to ponder. There is no method, no

If our ministry were judged by this
criterion, how would we fare?

program or technique that in itself will
guarantee success. Our motive must
be sincere and holy. Our vision must
always center on the Lamb of God and
include the people for whom He died.
Our plan—whatever it may be—must
be well-organized. Our leadership must
be dynamic. Our minds must be open
to new ways to promote and teach the
old, old story. We must, by all means,
by all means, go forward!

A Forgotten Goal

By Charles A. Gibson*

t might do all of us good to re-
I view an appraisal made by a
religious editor of the San Francisco

Chronicle some two years ago.

He was taking a look at the work
of the church in its protracted-meet-
ings program or, as we prefer to call
them, revivals. This man noted that
much is made over the number that
unite with the church as a result of
these special meetings. He made two
observations that are worthy of com-
ment and in a measure apply to all.

First, he called for an awakening
that would really fire up the church.
He said, “Lukewarm Christians never
produce either warriors or saints.” A
worthy observation! Second, he took
exception to the evaluation of the
meetings as per members received
and concluded that this was neither a
fair nor a spiritual appraisal. He
argued that a better basis of evalua-

#Charles A. Gibson, evangelist; retired district
superintendent; Bourbonnais, 111

tion would be how many new con-
verts were called to Christian work,
and were ready to make whatever
sacrifice was needed to get into this
field.

In every church there should be
from one to a dozen local preachers
as a result of the earnest prayers of
pastors and leaders who feel that this
is more important than a new sign
on the church or a new cushion on
the pew.

Our Lord has already given us a
priority in praying for harvesters to
be thrust into the field. So much
depends on this that no other part of
the work of the Lord can really pro-
ceed as it should except as this
prayer is answered.

“Busy here and there” can be ap-
plied to every part of the work of the
Lord. Yet unless this prayer with
its passion and expectation is an-
swered, our field of missions will fail
and finally close. Our schools will
become places of learning, but with-

The Nazarene Preacher



out proper religious atmosphere, and
will degenerate into secular institu-
tions.

We should have a new revival of
soul passion for converts to be called
into His service. This passion will be
manifested in a readiness to encour-
age all who profess a call. Not all
will show the same promise, but if
a touch from the Master has come
to them, we will give every possible
aid and wait with joy the growing
process, as they develop into useful
workers in the field white unto har-
vest.

It is to be hoped that every pastor

Some oversights can never be
remedied by hindsight

will get this on his heart to such an
extent that he will feel embarrased if
he cannot report one or more local
preachers in his church. If we fail
at this point we will have a sort of
birth-control program in effect; and
while we “brag” about not having
any local preachers to “bother with,”
we will have incurred the Lord'’s
displeasure, and suffer the impover-
ishment and slow death of our
churches.

Let us be about this business as a
must in our ministry. We have not
succeeded unless with our new mem-
bers come new ministers.

Is Your Church "Fully" Insured?

By R. E. Maner*

he last point in my sermon

that Sunday night was, “And the
door was shut.” With this 1 con-
cluded the message on the Flood of
Noah’s day. Little did 1 know that
the message was not only historical,
but was to be prophetic. My church
treasurer and | with our families
were the last to leave the church that
cold February night. We locked the
door, said good night, and went our
separate ways home.

At 4:30 the next morning the bed-
side phone rang. The frantic voice
of a neighbor informed me that the
church building was on fire. Flames

* Pastor, Radnor Church of the Nazarene, Nash-

ville, Tenn.
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could be seen coming through the
roof. When | drove up to the church,
the street was blocked with fire en-
gines and spectators. The efficient
firemen had the blaze under control,
but it was still burning. My heart
sank when | saw the fire was in the
wing where the pastor’'s study was
located. When the firemen found |1
was the pastor, they let me enter the
back of the building. 1 unlocked
several doors, allowing access to the
entire building. The heat and smoke
were unbearable. | unlocked the
study door to be hit by a blast of
smoke and heat that forced me to
flee for fresh air. Returning, | found
that flames had not done what one
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might have expected under the con-
ditions. The fire was confined to the
one wing that opened into the church
sancturary.

By the time it was daylight we
were able to enter the building and
evaluate the damage. The church
auditorium and young people's de-
partment in the basement below sus-
tained the greatest damage. They
were both so badly burned that the
entire building could not be used.
The large stained-glass windows were
all cracked or broken, wall-to-wall
carpet ruined; pews, organ, piano,
new folding doors destroyed. The list
seemed endless. We were going to
have to find other quarters to wor-
ship in, as it turned out, for 10 weeks.

The purpose of this article is to
help others profit by our difficulties.
There are several central facts that
ought to be remembered. Any church
can have a fire. It was discovered
that our fire was the result of arson.
Someone, obviously looking for
money, broke in after the Sunday
night service and went to the church
office. Finding no money, they stole
an adding machine and used addres-
serette fluid to start the fire in a
closet in another part of the building.
In this day of vandalism any church
can become such a target.

Another fact sometimes overlooked
is the extent that a fire can damage
a building. This is especially true
with an area as large as a church
auditorium. Because of the volume
of air available, you can have a large
fire before it is detected. The larger
the fire, the more heat present. The
actual fire damage, which is so often
all some people see, is only the be-
ginning. Water is turned to steam
by the heat. The steam can destroy
as well as fire. But smoke will get
into every place in the entire build-
ing. What the water and fire miss,
the smoke won't. The chemicals
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present in smoke plus the heat of a
large fire will permanently stain
everything. Everything! Papers safe
in the filing cabinets, untouched by
fire or water, become dark grey.
Drapes, books, folding chairs, station-
ery, furniture, everything looks a
dull, dirty grey.

Heat damage is also underesti-
mated. The American Standards As-
sociation says fires reach a tempera-
ture of 1,550 degrees after 30 minutes
and 2,000 degrees after four hours.
When we remember that paper will
char at only 400 degrees, we can get
the picture of heat damage. When |
entered our church building, door-
knobs were too hot to touch and walls
would burn your hand. This heat
causes damage sometimes overlooked.
The insulation on electrical wiring in
conduits will melt. This is invisible
until electricity is restored. Artifical
flowers will melt along with candles
and things made of plastic or like
material. Fire, water, steam, smoke,
and heat, along with necessary dam-
age by the fireman’s ax, will each
destroy something.

Now the matter of insurance should
be evident. We were fortunate here.
My Sunday school superintendent
was the insurance agent. Because we
were adequately insured, we were
soon on the way to worshipping in
our rebuilt church again. But we
were too close for comfort on many
things. The items listed below should
be considered before they are needed:

1. Are the contents of your build-

ing sufficiently insured? Contents
are usually defined as movable items.
Pews that are attached to the floor
are part of the building, but a mov-
able pulpit is content. Far too many
churches are under-insured at this
point. Remember how damaging
smoke and heat can be. Two or three
thousand dollars will not go very far
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when you start buying another or-
gan, piano, and pulpit furniture.

2. Has your insurance policy been
reviewed recently? Inflation is play-
ing havoc with fixed values. Better
have your agent advise you.

3. Do you have an inventory list
of the contents of the building? You
will need this in the event of a fire.
Destroyed items might be forgotten.
The difficulty of compiling such a list
is time-consuming and painful in a
burned-out building. A record of the
number and type of chairs would be
good information to have anyway.
Blackboards, songbooks, and miscel-
laneous items could be counted and
the record kept at the parsonage.

4. Devaluation because of age will
make it difficult to replace items.
You will have to pay the price of
new replacement. We got around this
by not replacing things not immedi-

ately needed. Christmas decora-
tions and costumes would not be
needed for nine months. Why buy

them now?

5. Finally, see if you are a co-
insurer with your insurance. Many
policies have what is called an 80
percent clause. This means that if
you are not carrying insurance cov-
erage equal to 80 percent of the value
you will, in the event of a fire with
partial loss, have to pay 50 percent
of the damages. For example, if you
have a building valued at $100,000
and have it insured for only $75,000,
you are a co-insurer. If you have a
$30,000 fire, you might be able to
collect only a maximum of $15,000
dollars. This is worth investigating.
We came within dollars of not hav-
ing enough insurance even though
we were aware of this fact.

Your church insurance is not need-
ed until you have a fire. But then
it is too late to bring it up to date.
You could be in serious trouble.

July, 1969

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

Talking on the Platform

Dear Son:

| pray that you have learned by now
that talking to another on the platform
is not only in “bad taste,” but boldly dis-
courteous to a congregation that is ex-
pected to worship reverently.

Perhaps my coming from the “old coun-
try” has warped my sense of values, but
it seems to me that informality takes on
license when a preacher can't keep his
“mouth shut” once he has taken his seat
on the platform. You would think that his
planning was such that he would take
care of the important matters with as-
sistants and guests before entering the
auditorium.

Oh. | know that there are times when
communication is necessary and that is
not what | am speaking of. However, it
seems to me that what is expected of the
people in spirit should be expected of the
leader as well.

Again, it is the little irritations that may
win or lose the battle—and this is one!
Forgive me for counseling outside of my
profession, but | want for you and my
pastor the best possible image in winning
men to Christ and the church. There is
a great deal expected of our pastors. How
can our children and loved ones be ex-
pected to develop reverence in God's house
if our pastor doesn’'t show them the way!

Forgive me for meddling, but I am so
in hopes that God will use you in the most
effective manner possible for Him.

Love

1



"Take care," advised Wesley, "that you

do not quench the Spirit"

John Nelson—a Follower of Wesley

By Robert Emsley*

bout 12 miles (and 200 years!)
A separate my birth from that of
a man now almost forgotten—yet he
brought the Wesleyan Revival to the
north of England.

John Nelson was born in Birstall
(Yorkshire, England) in October,
1707, and he became a stonemason.
For several years he lived in or near
London, some 200 miles south of his
native county, and worked hard at
his trade.

One Sunday in June, 1739, John
Wesley was preaching near London,
using the fourth chapter of Isaiah as
the basis of his message. That day
John Nelson was in the great crowd
who heard Mr. Wesley, and after-
wards he wrote in his diary, “The
Lord wrote a pardon on my heart.”

However it was not until three
weeks later that John Nelson found
what he called “true peace with
God.” But even then many doubts
were in his mind, and he lacked a
true interest in reading the Bible and
in praying.

It took a further visit to Mr. Wesley
before John Nelson could write that

his heart was “filled with all the
manna of Redeeming Love.”
One year later, October, 1740, we

read that Mr. Wesley preached at St.
Paul's Cathedral in London, and that
afterwards the “two Johns” walked
and talked together. On parting, Mr.
Wesley said, “Take care that you do

#Nazarene evangelist, Buffalo, N.Y.
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not quench the Spirit"—and John
Nelson never did.

Becoming a real man of God and
worker for God, he continued his
daily work as a stonemason, but re-
peatedly had dreams of his birth-
place and the “lost souls” there. Then
he realized that God was speaking to
him and calling him to return to
Birstall.

Upon arrival Nelson spoke often
(and long) of what God had done
for him, and soon he arranged for
cottage meetings where many people
were converted and a widening in-
terest in his work developed. Yet he
continued his work as a stonemason.

One day Moravian Peter Bohler
visited Nelson, and on another oc-
casion Calvinistic Lady Huntingdon
(who was George Whitefield's “bene-
factor”) came to Birstall. She en-
couraged Nelson to become a
preacher.

Still another visitor came. In May
of 1742, John Wesley arrived in
Birstall. The reports of this visit
state that Mr. Wesley preached to
“large companies” of people. Some
historians believe that at this time
Mr. Wesley invited Nelson to become
one of his “helpers”—full-time, lay
preaching assistants—and further the
work of the Wesleyan “movement.”

John Nelson accepted the invita-
tion and was soon moving to various
parts of Britain in his work for souls.

One day in January, 1743, he was
sent to Mr. Wesley’s birthplace, Ep-
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worth-Lincolnshire, and upon arrival
there he records that he “stood up
in the snow and preached.”

Later that same year Mr. Wesley
records that John Nelson accom-
panied him on a preaching tour of
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.

In 1744, however, a tragic thing
occurred. John Nelson was arrested.
The charge seems to have been va-
grancy. Nelson was forcibly marched
from Birstall to York (some 40 or
50 miles) and was pressed into the
army. In Bradford (where | was
born) there is a historical marker
on the place where Nelson was
jailed overnight while on the trip to
York.

Even in the British army Nelson
won many converts, but he was
needed elsewhere. John Wesley—

helped by Lady Huntingdon—found
another man who was willing to take
Nelson’'s place in the army. This,
and the strong intervention of other
influential people, effected his dis-
charge and his resumption of the
Lord’s work.

John Nelson was mightily used of
God, though he had no formal edu-
cation. Mr. Wesley once said of him
(and his other lay helpers), “In the

The Power of Home Atmosphere

by living in the wrong atmosphere is happening.
for spiritual things is being lost.

We—and most tragically,

one thing they profess to know, they
are not ignorant men.”

In 1750 he built in Birstall a
“meetinghouse” for the “Society of
the People Called Methodists,” and
about the same time a one-room
building, which still stands, known
as “John Nelson’'s study,” was also
erected. | have been in this study
several times. In it are a desk and a
unigque combination pulpit-chair.
Outside of the study is Nelson’s sun-
dial—a “timely” reminder.

It must have been an amazing
sight when John Nelson, in Jduly,
1774, was carried for burial from
Leeds to Birstall. The funeral pro-
cession was half a mile long, and the
people walked nearly nine miles. The
body was laid to rest near the study.
The tombstone is readable even to-
day.

Many Methodists (and Nazarenes)
in the north of England owe much
to the great influence and work of
John Nelson, yet he is largely for-
gotten in this busy twentieth cen-
tury.

It is this writer's hope that our
“debt” to the work of this man will
cause us to ever keep in mind the
fact that John Nelson was indeed a
“follower of Wesley.”

(Continued from page 3)

Our people’s taste
Our moral sense is being blunted.

our children—are coming to accept as

normal those debilitating vices and false values which we ought to

despise and challenge.

silenced by our
moth-eaten.

And what
happening to too many of us.
own domestic failure,
We have been taken captive ourselves.

is happening to our people is
It is not just that our mouths are
but our inner souls are
Then when

our children and young people rise up to challenge the standards of

the church,

our sympathies are secretly on their side.

Qur con-

victions have eroded away. Our sense of the world’'s defilement is

gone.
our capacity to care.

July, 1969

Our vision of holiness is blurred. And soon we will have

lost
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Horns, bells, and flashing red

are aids to ministerial

Preachers

lights
longevity too

in Peril

By Wallace A. Ely*

Ppaul faced many

he Apostle
I perils.

“In perils of waters . . . robbers . ..
countrymen heathen, in perils
in the city ... in the wilderness . ..
in the sea, in perils among false
brethren . . (Il Cor. 11:26). Most

of us who are called to preach the
gospel today are spared the particu-
lar kind of perils that Paul mentions
here, but there are others that are
common to us all. And if we are not
on guard against these perils, our
ministry may be destroyed.

l. We are in peril of thinking we
belong to a privileged class. Who is
more honored than the man or wom-
an called to preach the unsearchable
riches of Christ? But we are not
privileged to break traffic laws, plead
immunity, and go unpunished. |
know some preachers who think they
are, and their attitudes make a poor
impression on law officers, court of-
ficials, and others who are involved.

I also know preachers who claim a
right to fish in private lakes and
ponds. Some feel they have a right
to hunt in fields or woods that are
posted against hunting, merely be-
cause they are ministers of the gospel!

Our Christian society may have
encouraged us to regard ourselves

eTexarkana, Ark.
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as being in a privileged class by
making gifts to us or allowing us
special discounts. We need to be on
guard. If favors are shown to us, we
must accept them with gratitude, but
let us beware lest we take these
kindnesses for granted or grow to
expect them. What a pity if a min-
ister of Christ becomes ungrateful,
presumptuous, or even demanding!

Our Lord came not to receive, but
to give. He came not to be minis-
tered unto, but to minister. Let us
strive to emulate our wonderful
Lord, that the people may recognize
us as His representatives in truth.

1. We are in peril
the Lord’s work as a routine duty.
Familiarity with sacred things can
be a snare. We may lose our fear in
the presence of a holy God. We may
lose our passion to win souls. Our
Lord came to preach the gospel to
the poor, and to bind up the broken-
hearted. We must beware lest our
high calling becomes common in our
eyes.

It is possible to participate in wor-
ship services as a ritual, a form, a
habit, without heart and meaning.
There is a real danger of developing
a perfunctory attitude in our per-
formance of ministerial duties. Bib-
lical history warns of this. It tells us
of priests and prophets who despised

The Nazarene Preacher
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the commandments of God. We are
told that some of the priests would
cast holy meat to their dogs.

Lest we grow careless of our spiri-
tual responsibility and develop a
professional outlook, we are warned
of the sin of Balaam, who sold his
service for the wages of unrighteous-
ness (Numbers 22). The depth of
failure to which it is possible for men
of God to fall is faithfully held be-
fore us in the story of the Crucifix-
ion. For when Pilate asked, “What
shall 1 do then with Jesus which is
called Christ?” there were chief
priests standing in the front row of
the crowd who cried, “Crucify him.”

1. We are in peril of losing touch

with the pulse and spiritual needs of
common people. When Jesus was on
earth, it was the common people who
heard Him gladly. There are many
reasons why we should minister to
the common people. First, because
they need the gospel, as everyone
does. Second, because they respond
to the gospel more readily than
others. And third, because there are
so many of them. As someone said,
“God must love the common people,
or He would not have made so many
of them.” And we must love them
too.

We must not spend all our time
with church members. They invari-
ably will practice their best conduct
in the presence of their minister.
They tend to speak their most righ-
teous thoughts. If we accept this
kind of behavior as the norm, we
will have an artificial and erroneous
view of mankind.

We need to have some contact
with the worldly and the openly sin-
ful people. Jesus set us an example.
He took time to make the acquain-
tance of publicans and sinners. He
talked one day with an ungodly
woman at Jacob’s Well, and His con-

July. 1969

versation with her had amazing re-
sults. No one else could have brought
the crowd of sinful persons into con-
tact with the Saviour from sin the
way she did.

IV. We are in peril of becoming
impersonal and professional. If we
are blessed with a higher education,
we are in peril of displaying our
scholarship instead of showing a
warm and genuine concern for the
spiritual needs of the individuals to
whom we minister.

People are not guinea pigs, to be
made the subject of social or psy-
chological studies. They are immor-
tal souls who need our help in
relating them properly to their Heav-
enly Father. They are as precious
jewels for whom we will pray, weep,
and if needs be die.

We must be friendly, taking time
to show our personal interest in
those who come under our influence.
We must endeavor to learn their

problems. When they need counsel-
ing, we must let the Holy Spirit
guide us. We cannot rely on lessons

learned in textbooks on psychology
and psychiatry. We cannot let the
church become a clinic where cases
are heard and recommendations made
on a professional basis. To operate
in that way is to attempt to build
the Kingdom with wood, hay, and
stubble. We must take the problems
of the people before the Lord in
earnest prayer. We must talk heart
to heart with those who are troubled,
directing them to the Scriptures, and
praying them through to a place of
spiritual victory. In so doing we are
building with gold, silver, and pre-
cious stones which will stand the trial
of fire.

V. We are in peril of being idle.
At a very early age the Lord Jesus
said, “lI must be about my Father’s
business.” We do not read of Him
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ever being idle at any time of life,
day or night. He labored tirelessly
to point the people to God. When He
rested He was in prayer and medi-
tation. When He conversed with
others He taught them spiritual les-
sons. The Bible says that on some
occasions Jesus prayed all night. At
other times He arose a great while
before day to pray. Serving God was
more important to Him than eating
or drinking. At Jacob’s Well, He was
so burdened over the woman’s sin
that He lost His hunger and forgot
His weariness.

Can you conceive of Paul’s idling
away a single day? Could John
Wesley, Bishop Asbury, A. B. Simp-
son, and other great ministers of the
gospel have accomplished so much if
they had pampered themselves as
much as some modern ministers do?

A certain amount of relaxation
and recreation may “profit a little”
but some preachers are out on the
golf links when they ought to be
studying God’s Word or visiting their
flocks. What right have we to urge
our congregation to labor and to sac-
rifice if we do not set them an ex-
ample? What right have we to engage
in pleasure trips while members of
our church are laboring hard at
their daily duties to earn money to
pay our salaries? If a minister would
have the respect of the people, he
ought to be the hardest working per-
son in the community.

VI. We are in peril of being too
flexible or too rigid. We must stand
firm for the truth. We cannot sacri-

fice righteous principles in order to
please the people of our congrega-
tions. We dare not condone evil or
close our eyes to that which is ques-
tionable or immoral. As God’'s watch-
men we must stand on the wall and
sound the trumpet when the enemy
appears, never modifying our message
to please a carnal-minded member
who tries to dominate the church.

On the other hand, we must not
let our zeal for righteousness make
us so rigid in spirit that we are un-
reasonable and unchangeable. If we
are filled with “the wisdom that is
from above” we shall be “peaceable,
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full
of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy”
(Jas. 3:17). We win a major victory
if we fully accept the fact that we
may be wrong sometimes. We should
give full consideration to the opin-
ions of the spiritually-minded mem-
bers of our church.

A too flexible attitude and a too
rigid attitude are like hazardous
mountain trails running high along
the perilous rocks and crags. Be-
tween the two perilous heights lies
a beautiful valley. Here we will find
the Rose of Sharon blooming in all
its beauty. Here grows the matchless
Lily of the Valley. Here we may
bring forth our fruit in its season;
our leaves also shall not wither; and
whatsoever we do shall prosper.

Let us beware of the perils we face
as preachers of the gospel. The
closer we stay to Jesus, the safer we
shall be.

While a good person may be a bad parson, you cannot switch

the adjectives— Roy Pearson.
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The

PASTOR'S

S UPPLEMENT

Compiled by The General Stewardship Committee 1 r. w. Hum, Editor

GENERAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE Members

. M. A. Lunn Dean Wessels H. Dale Mitchell
Edward Lawlor, Gen. Supt. Adviser John Stockton A. F. Harper H. T. Reza
E. S. Philli hai Mary Scott Paul Skiles John Knight
S illips, Chairman B. Edgar Johnson Kenneth Rice Wilson Lanpher
R. W. Hurn, Secretary Bennett Dudney W. T. Purkiser M. Lunn
0. Joe Olson Willis Snowbarger T. W. Willingham

DCEF, CONFERENCE:

For ( ¢ s and M S

AUGUST 10-21, 1069
KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS

On the Campus of OLIVET NAZARENE COLLEGE

THEME: “The Church’s Ministry to Families”

KEYNOTE SPEAKER— Dr. Eugene Stowe

General Superintendent
Church of the Nazarene

LUNCHEON AND SEMINAR— DR. JACK HYLES

SESSIONS INCLUDE: Youth Workshops—Sharing Times— Seminars on:
Why Be Concerned About Families?—Equipping Laymen for Personal
Evangelism—Selecting and Motivating Laymen for a Church Ministry
—The Pastor and or Associate’s Own Family Life—The New Asso-
ciate and What He Should Expect—Accepting a Call—Factors in a
Satisfactory Pastor-Associate Relationship.

For Registration and Housing Information Write:
Dave Benson
1400 East Kellogg
Wichita, Kansas 67211
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Department of Home Missions

APPROVED SPECIALS
For Overseas and Home Missions

For a “personal touch” with our churches overseas or with a
needy home mission project here at home, the following are needs
that could not be included in the regular Home Mission budget.
These are approved for “10 percent” giving.

LA.N.D.S. — Four hundred new church sites
(40 $5,000 specials) $200,000
Canada — Canada Pacific District, property for Kamloops 5,000
— Newfoundland, Bay Roberts property 3,000
Europe — Berlin parsonage 2,500
«— Printshop equipment 1,500
— Hanau property 15,000
— District parsonage 25,000
— European Nazarene Bible College library 500
— European Nazarene Bible College scholarships 2,000
m— Northwest European District, Sweden property 10,000
South Africa — South Africa Bible College, faculty housing 5,000
— South Africa Bible College, library books 1,000
New Zealand m-District camp 2,000
Bermuda — Bermuda radio broadcasts 700
U.S. Negro m— Nazarene Training College, student scholarships 3,000
— U.S. Negro, Los Angeles Grace, remodeling 15,000
U.S. Chinese —San Francisco building 12,500
— Los Angeles property 12,500

If you or your church is interested in contributing toward any
of these special needs, please write the Department of Home Mis-
sions, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131, for additional in-
formation.
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(16-mm., color, sound, 25 min.)

Synopsis:

“| think God is calling me to preach,” Steve
told his roommate after a Friday night com-
mitment service in the college revival. For
a sophomore physics major this was quite a
big decision but Steve got help. His college
advisor promised to work with him and Steve
made an appointment with his pastor as
soon as he got home for spring vacation.
Pastor White worked out a * pastor-in-train-
ing arrangement” so that Steve could be on
call for the week to help him and to see
the task of the ministry at first hand.

Steve saw that today’'s minister must be
"all things to all men.” Meeting people in
all walks of life and in all sections of the
city, Steve saw the challenge of the min-
istry even greater than a career in science.
The ministry struck him as a calling that
would require all his energies and ability
to fulfill. In a moving final scene, Steve
answers God's call to the Christian ministry,
awed by the challenge but assured that GOD
IS ABLE . . . ‘‘for times like these and for
a fellow like me.™

ORDER FROM YOUR
NAZARENE COLLEGE

Also available through Box 527
Film Distribution Center Kansas City, Mo. 64141
Nazarene Publishing House For $15.00 Rental Fee
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NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE

On When It Counts Most

O OFTEN THE BEST press and public relations is doing the right thing
S at the right time.

When Ponder Gilliland was in Kansas City as denominational youth
leader, he read a copy of the then new Kansas City Star booklet, Faith,
Dreams and Work.

Acts on Inspiration
Ponder was moved to write a sincere thank-you to the editor as follows:

Gentlemen:
I cannot remember an issue of the Star that failed to offer good
occasion to write a letter of appreciation.
But I, like too many others, fail to tell those responsible of my appre-
ciation.
A special incentive is given me by your recent series. When | finished
Faith, Dreams and Work, | could no longer be delinquent.
As a family man, | sincerely appreciate the splendid work of the
Star. It is tops!
My job takes me across the nation several times a year, and occasion-
ally overseas and around the world. As an inveterate reader, | read
all newspapers, magazines, etc.,, that | can get hold of.
The Star is incomparable!
Most of us are grateful, even when we fail to say so as often as
we should.
Cordially,
Signed: Ponder W. Gilliland

Ponder’s timely note struck a responsive chord at the Star. Its lead-
ers reproduced the above letter in a full-page institutional ad with the
headline, “Thank you, Kind readers!”

As Typical of Many

The Star ad stated that Ponder’s letter was typical of many that had
been received, in response to the series of articles about the Star, and it
repeated its pledge to make every effort to produce a superlative news-
paper that “fairly, fully and accurately” mirrors the events of Kansas City,
the nation, and the world.

In a large eastern city, a Nazarene pastor wrote this year of his break-
through in press relations. At the start of his ministry there he was told
by his 39-member church that it was “hard to get any news in the paper,”
which had a circulation of about 75,000 each afternoon.

Refuses to Be Whipped

“l took it as a diplomatic challenge,” he wrote. “I turned on the per-
sonal visits, kept my items brief, met deadlines, told the editor | knew it
was impossible for him to use everything, and thanked him for everything
that got in.

“Our evangelical ministers’ fellowship—mainly a collection of crabby,
conservative independents—wanted to grouch to the city editor. Instead, as
program chairman, | invited him to speak to us on ‘Usable Church News.’

“Since then the city editor stops me every time I'm in, to share some
of his new adventures with Christ (he found God two years ago in spite
of his church).

“It will never cease to be a thrill to see how God works!”

O. Joe Olson
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Department of CHURCH SCHOOLS

NEW VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
FILMSTRIP AND RECORD

"WALKING WITH JESUS TODAY"

This is both a motivational treatment and an introduction to
the 1969 materials—inspiration and implementation. The full-size
record has the script for the filmstrip in beautiful sound on one
side, and has a “sing-a-long” teaching program treatment of “Walk-
ing with Jesus” theme song on the other side. It is an at-cost bar-
gain for $3.50. Order No. V-1169.

MORE THAN 50!

Yes, more than 50 districts now have trained teams of
Sunday school clinic consultants qualified to hold a Sunday

school clinic in your local church.

Have you had a Sunday school clinic yet? The greatest
gains in Sunday school growth are being made in Sunday

schools where clinics have been held.

Contact your district church school board chairman today

about having a clinic in your church.

Remember, when it comes to Sunday school clinics—they

don't cost; they pay! Plan for one today.
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Department of EVANGELISM

Evangelist— Pastor and Church Relations

(Part 1)

The following are suggestions for improving relationships between evan-
gelists, pastors, and churches. Many of these are often taken for granted,
yet failures here continue to cloud otherwise good relations. Thoughtful-
ness in these areas must not be overlooked.

Pastors can help the evangelist by:

1. Calling him for a definite date. (Write it down!)

2. Giving him information about the size of your church and the ex-
pected remuneration when you call him.

3. Writing him a few weeks before time for the meeting, giving in-
formation regarding entertainment. Give him phone numbers, so
his family may know how to call him if needed.

4. Giving him your love and confidence and assuring him that you
believe in him. (And if you cannot do that—don't have him!)

5. Being extra nice. Remember, he is always away from home. He
may be lonely—give him fellowship. Eat with him. Pray with him.
Visit with him. He is your partner for the time, so make the most
of it.

Churches can help the evangelist by:

1. Using him as often as possible, thereby enabling him to remain
in the field.

2. Paying him well. Remember, the cost of his travel must come out
before the evangelist gets anything for his services. Be generous.
You will feel better if you are.

3. Giving him good entertainment—a private room with bath and a
quiet, clean place to eat. Since his eating habits are different from
yours, give him cash to eat where and when he pleases, if possible.

4. Making him feel welcome and wanted! It will do him good and
he will do better work for you.

5. Allowing the evangelist to charge at least one phone call home
during the revival, to the church phone! This will make for life-
long friends—-of both the evangelist and his wifel

*Part Il, which consists of suggestions to the evangelist, will be given
next month for your information.

Pastor! Note these IMPORTANT Dates!!!

September 7— “Couples for Christ.”
December 7, 1969 Watch for details and materials coming soon!
Mid-Quadrennium Conference on Evangelism,
January 13-15, Music Hall, Kansas City, Mo. Program will in-
1970 elude both inspirational messages and practical

workshops. Plan NOW to attend!

Urge your people to visit another
Church of the Nazarene while on vacation.

22 The Nazarene Preacher



COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

1L THIS IS THE MONTH
JULY

2. THIS IS THE REASON

SOUNDING OUT THE GOSPEL TO:

Spain, Mexico, Guatemala, E Salvador,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, British
Honduras, Honduras, Venezuela, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Bolivia, Argentina,
Paraguay, Uruguay, Haiti, Puerto Rico,
Dominican Republic, the Antilles, and Span-
ish U.S.A.

through

"LA  HORA NAZARENA"

-REACHING SO MANY AT SO LITTLE COST-

3. THIS IS THE GOAL
$65,000

IN THE SPANISH RADIO OFFERING
SPONSORED BY THE NWMS
WE MUST SUPPORT THIS BROADCAST-
THE WORLD'S LARGEST GOSPEL BROADCAST IN SPANISH

NAZARENE COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

H. Dale Mitchell, Executive Director
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Youth
Adult

Children

1969-70 CtlIRCn SCHOOLS REMWG LERGUE

Administration
Audiovisual Tools in the Church
By L. E. Wesche and Mel Schroeder

An introduction to audiovisual materials.
Its wide coverage provide workers with a
storehouse of information from which to
select the methods that best meet their
teaching needs. lllustrated. 95 pages,
paper. A | c¥r [text. $1.95

Adult

Using the Lecture in

Teaching and Training

By Leroy Ford

How do you decide when to lecture? How
do you do it effectively and in an interesting
way? Through this cartoon-writing ap-
propoh, many usable hints are presented.
127 pages, paper. $1.50

AND HE TAUGHT THEM,
SAYING...
By Willard Taylor

Inspirational reading on Christ's teach-
ing concerning the Kingdom From this
study a teacher will glean rich truths
which, as applied to his own teaching
ministry, cannot help but make it
more effective. 142 pages, paper.
AL text. $1.50

Prices slightly higher
outside the continental United Stales

oV

Better Bible Teaching
for Intermediates
By Annie Ward Byrd

Discusses those restless years, giving in-
sight and understanding into teen-age
characteristics and needs. Special atten-
tion is devoted to practical techniques for
guiding them, 131 pages, board. 95¢

Children

Planning Church Time
for Children

by Billy B

A NEW book related to the children’s church
program. Here important steps are out-
lined for organizing such an activity as well
as ideas suggested for enriching an existing
one, 56 pages, paper. $1.00

ft must for every church library|l

THE CHURCH SCHOOLS READING LEAGUE
Church of the

Department of Church Schools,
made up of individuals who:

is sponsored by the
Nazarene. It is

1read at least one article a month in the “"Church School Builder”
2 read at least two books a year selected from these five titles

order the complete set!
U-769 A $6.90 value for $6.75

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527
KANSAS CfTY, MISSOURI 64141

Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, California 91104
In Canada: 1592 Bloor, West, Toronto 9, Ontario
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

CUTS

When requesting an award, please use the CST-12 form—this will speed up de-
livery.

If you wish to save the 25c fee for each Home Study Guide, send in the $1.00
evaluation fee with the order.

Always order your textbooks well in advance (three weeks). This will avoid last-
minute embarrassment.

The following are sales items and should be ordered directly from the Nazarene
Publishing House.

1. Advanced CST Series Workbooks

Unit 121c, “Survey of the Old Testament”
Text: Exploring the Old Testament
Unit 122c, “Survey of the New Testament”
Text: Exploring the New Testament
Unit 114c, “Survey of Christian Faith”
Text: Exploring Our Christian Faith
2. Teacher Training Posters (S1-75)
Two in a packet for 75c
3. Individual Record Cards (R-43)
4. “Search the Scriptures” Volumes

The CST Office can supply you with the following:

1. Home Study Guides

2. Class report forms

3. Class registration materials
4. Awards

5. Free brochures

Churchmanship

Teacher Training Program

Sunday School Superintendent’'s Training Program
Home Study Plan

Search the Scriptures

Meaningful Church Membership

Advanced Courses

Blue Books

CST-12 forms (application for award)

Home Study Guide order blanks

Se™m"Pa0 o

—
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/ HELP 1
to the 1
People

‘LA HOI
by Man
of Then

Dr. H. T. Reza

NAZARE
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Give Out the Gospel
million Spanish-speaking \
the World. \

1
NAZARENA” Can Now Be Heard |
f Them —hut Let’'s Reach ALL £

SHARE IN THE

ISH RADIO OFFERING

JULY, 1969

GOAL: $65,000

: WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY
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KEYS to

A Sunday School
Attendance Campaighn

Emphasizing Spiritual Development

OCTOBER 5-26

To Get Acquainted with Exciting Program

PLANNING PACKET

Ideal for your Sunday school preplanning session!

INCLUDES: one Planning Notebook, one 7-inch instructional-inspirational
record, one “You Are the Key” tag sample, four Keys to Life
leaflet samples, one illustrated flyer, one handy order form.

U-6900.........

Use This Handy
Order Coupon

NOW!

IMPORTANT: To assure delivery
for launching campaign on Septem-
ber 28, supplies should be ordered
the first week in September.

Prices slightly higher outside
the continental United States

28

.............................................. .ONLY 75c

Post Office Box 527
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE  ancas CGity. Mo 64141

Date 1969

Please send U-G900 "Keys to Life”

Planning Packets (75c¢ each) immediately for our pre-
planning sessions.

NAME oo - —

Street

City State Zip __

CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $
CHARGE O Church O SS OPersonal
Note: On ALL charges give location and name of church.

Church location

Church name

STATEMENT TO :

Street

City State Zip

The Nazarene Preacher
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)1 & QUIZZING

"rdusS

« * 712
Durable cloth board.

beliefs of m
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study. '"c.°rpming format. i05
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qUIZZEB'S EDITIO™ ~
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—Order These Supplies TODAY!
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Washington at Bresee. Pasadena. California 91104
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+ in Canada-

1592 Bloor Street. West. Toronto 9, Ontario
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HOME MISSIONS
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DO YOU

at the use of your savings
or building fund by
commercial institutions?
Put it in the

GENERAL CHURCH
LOAN FUND

(the savings bank
of the church)

and it will earn you a good rate of interest
and be used of the Lord through church building loans.

(% percent bonus paid in 1969.)

The Division of Church Extension
] 6401 The Paseo
write: Kansas City, Mo. 64131

For more information

So You're a Rural Pastor

It is true that rural parishioners are generally some distance
apart, live on muddy roads that are often impassable, are seem-
ingly always weather-conscious, and sometimes relaxed about
time schedules. Is that so bad?

It is easy for the view of the rural environment to become
distorted. What is the difference between the impassable, mud-
dy roads and the congested traffic of modern suburbia? And
really, don't we all face the ever increasing monster “time”?

The important thrust of the rural ministry must be people-
centered. There may not be block upon block of tract homes
where a bus route will fill a Sunday school, but there are chil-
dren out there on the farms and in small towns who need salva-
tion. Imagination, prayer, and an outreaching hand of fellowship
and friendship will bring favorable results.

The rural pastor does not have to take a back seat to any
pastor, for when the needs of the people are sifted down and
examined, they demand the same from both the city and the
rural pastor alike. Jesus instructed Peter to “feed my sheep.”
Jesus not only meant those found living in apartments stacked
one on the other in cement castles but those separated by fields
of corn and wheat and dairy barns!

The Nazarene Preacher



Department of WORLD MISSIONS

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY?

Missionary Methods: St. Paul's or Ours?

by Roland Allen

The Spontaneous Expansion of the Church

by Roland Allen

July, 1969
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BOARD of PENSIONS

The stiIA m u u i

-DEAN WKSSELS, Executive Secrdar

—A monthly series of questions and answers -

Q. Recently I completed the necessary forms and enrolled in the Naza-
rene Retirement Program (tax-sheltered annuity). Each month my church

treasurer sends in an amount to be credited to my purchased annuity. Will

the income | receive from this Nazarene Retirement Program be deducted

from any amount | may be eligible to receive upon retirement from NMBF?

A. THE GENERAL BOARD VOTED IN
JANUARY, 1969, THAT INCOME RE-
CEIVED FROM THE NAZARENE RETIRE-
MENT PROGRAM IS NOT COUNTED AS

“OTHER INCOME” WHEN A MINISTER

APPLIES FOR MONTHLY ASSISTANCE
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF MINIS-

TERIAL BENEVOLENCE.

32 The Nazarene Preacher



STEWARDSHIP

It's a good time ... TO PLAN

Those Stewardship Sermons

—For the year ahead—

While on your vacation ...

let your relaxed mind
work for you.

1. Keep a loose-leaf notebook handy.

2. Think about stewardship and
write down those thoughts.

SPECIAL PLANS . . . Should include:

SEPTEMBER —Stewardship of Money

OCTOBER —Stewardship of Sharing
e Laymen's Sunday
 Kick Off "Thanksgiving Offering'

FEBRUARY —Stewardship Month
* Preach a Series of Sermons
* Emphasize "GOD'S
OWNERSHIP OF ALL"

JUNE -YOUTH RESOURCES

July, 1969
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How Will YOUR

NMBF Record
Look In 19697

District

*The shaded spaces indicate each year the
district paid at least 90 percent of its NMBF
apportionment.

DISTRICT
Akron
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Canada Atlantic
Canada Central
Canada Pacific
Canada West
Central California
Central Ohio
Chicago Central
Colorado
Dakota
Dallas
East Tennessee
Eastern Kentucky
Eastern Michigan
Florida
Georgia
Gulf Central
Hawaii
Houston
ldaho—Oregon
Illinois
Indianapolis
lowa
Joplin
Kansas
Kansas City
Kentucky
Los Angeles
Louisiana

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969




DISTRICT 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969
Maine
M ic h ig a n
M in n e s o ta
Mississippi
M is s o u r i

N e b ra s k a
Nevada—Utah

New England

New Mexico

New York

North Arkansas

North Carolina
Northeast O klah om a

Northeastern Indiana
Northern California
Northwest
Northwest Indiana

Northwest O klah om a

Northwestern lllinois
Northwestern Ohio
Oregon P a c¢ ific
Philadelphia

Pittsburgh
Rocky M o u n ta in

Sacramento
San Antonio
South A rk a n s a s

South€C a ro lin a

Southeast Oklahoma
Southern California
Southwest Indiana
Southwest Oklahoma
Southwestern Ohio
Tennessee

Upstate New Y o r k

Virginia

W as h in g to n

Washington Pacific
West Texas

WestV ir g in ia
Wisconsin

July. 1969
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LI BRARY
SUPPLIES

= TO AID

IN STARTING A CHURCH LIBRARY

= TO PROVIDE A MORE EFFICIENT LIBRARY SERVICE

Attarrh library

How to Build a Church Library

By CHRISTINE BUDER. Particularly valuable for churches
wishing to start a library. Among the subjects discussed
are: financing, equipping, selecting books, records, and
promoting. 60 pages, paper.

Book Card

For every book,

$1.25

to keep record of those who borrow.

Space ruled for title, author, and 25 names. 3 x 5
card stock

S-160 ' 100 for 60c; 500 for $2.50; 1,000 for $4.50
Book Card Pocket

For pasting in each book to hold book card. Heavy
stock. 3Vz" square.

S-94 100 for 90c; 500 for $4.00; 1,000 for $7.50
Due Slip

For including in each book to record date to be re-
turned. Gummed at top and ruled.

S-170G 100 for 40c; 500 for $1.85; 1,000 for $3.25

Dater Stamp

For stamping “date due” on card and slip. Adjustable
rubber bands may be easily changed for correct date.
Gripper handle. 1% x 3”

S-1v2 $1-80

Carter Ink Pad

For use with dater. Long-lasting, quick-drying, and non-
smearing, in metal case. 23/4 x 414"
S-1351  Green
S$-1381 Black
S$-1371 Red Each, 95c

File Case

For use as a card catalogue.
cover and adjustable steel slide.

Pasteboard "drawer” with
Holds about 750 cards.

Metal handle. 51/2 x 1IV2 x 41/4.

S-135 $1.85
Record Book

For maintaining a record on 1,000 library boks. Comes

with consecutive numbering system and ruled for enter-
ing remarks, author, title, publisher, cost, source. 91/4 x
113/4.

$-181 $2.50

Bookends

For holding books neat on shelves. Made of strong,
lightweight steel. Wide base. 514" high.

E-1340 Pair, 50c

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

NOTE: Registered libraries qualify for 20 percent discount on books.

Write for further information and special listing.

Check Your Needs and Order These Supplies NOW!

FOR OTHER IMPORTANT LIBRARY SUPPLIES—
SEE YOUR “MASTER BUYING GUIDE”

NAZARENE
32d

PUBLISHING HOUSE

POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141
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~ ueen of the parsonage......

\Y

MRS. B. EDGAR JOHNSON

The Symphony of Life

By Vashti B. McGraw*

peaking to yourselves in psalms
S and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your

heart to the Lord.” “Talk with each other
much about the Lord, quoting psalms
and hymns and singing sacred songs and
making music in your hearts to the
Lord” (Eph. 5:19, Living Letters).

God is the Creator of music. He is
both the Infinite Composer and Maestro.
Music is God’'s master plan for a uni-
versal language. It has many dialects
and idioms.

We of the Western culture may not
be attuned to Oriental music, as is il-
lustrated by the story of a prince from
India who was the guest of Kaiser Wil-
helm of Germany. To honor him, the
symphony orchestra gave a command
performance. At the conclusion the
maestro, wishing to do further homage,
offered to repeat the number most en-
joyed by the prince. The prince was
unable to identify it by the name on
the program, so the maestro had a short
excerpt played from each of the num-
bers. The prince shook his head at the
conclusion of each sampling. Then the
conductor had a happy thought. He in-
structed the oboe to sound the A tone,
and each musician began tuning his in-
strument. The conglomeration of sounds,
unintelligible and unmusical to the Wes-
terner, brought forth an excited and
rapt expression to the face of the prince.
“Ah, that is it; that is the most beautiful
music you've played all evening.” Henry
Thoreau said, “If a man does not keep

«District superintendent’s wife, Oregon Pacific
District.

July, 1969

pace with his companions, perhaps he
hears a different drummer. Let him
step to the music he hears, however
measured or however far away.”

With music as our theme we shall
draw an analogy of our lives as
preachers’ wives.

Let us begin where music begins—
with sound. Sound consists of vibra-
tions. The higher the number of vibra-
tions, the higher the pitch or tone.

Relatively then, we may think of the
PITCH as the “ups and downs” of life.
Disappointment, misunderstanding, fi-
nancial problems, injustice, inequity,
physical infirmities and handicaps, and
even death have been our lot. Then
there is the spiritual application. Often
we are on the mountaintop—UP. The
songwriter says, “I am dwelling on
the mountain where the golden sunlight
gleams.” But in the same song we
sing, “Often hindered in my journey by
the ghosts of doubts and fears"—DOWN.

After the discovery that pitch was de-
pendent on the number of vibrations,
the next step was to establish an ar-
bitrary home tone which could be used
as a point of departure for other tones.
After many experiments, a tone of 256
vibrations was decided upon. This is
middle C—the constant from which all
others are measured. May we think of
this HOME TONE as the all-important
one—conversion—the beginning point.
“Behold, all things are become new”
(Il Cor. 5:17).

Each tone, when sounded, has over-
tones, usually an octave above the
fundamental; the next is five tones
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above this, then an octave, etc. This
family group makes the harmonic series.
Sometimes a singer is off-key—sharp
or flat. The mixture of an unfriendly
overtone is jangling and unpleasant.
This is because there is perfect and
true tone—the principle of resonance or
sympathetic vibrations. Are there ever
overtones in our words or acts which
are unsympathetic? Could it be that we
are not on perfect pitch? Criticisms,
innuendos, an uplifted eyebrow, a shrug
of the shoulder?

INTENSITY of musical sounds means
the degree of loudness or softness. “In
guietness and confidence shall be your
strength” (Isa. 30:15). “. .. that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty” (11 Tim. 2:2).
“The ornament of a meek and quiet
spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price” (I Pet. 3:4). These scrip-
tures we equate with p—piano, or pp—
pianissimo.

But there is also the fortissimo degree
—loud. “Make a joyful noise unto the
Lord . . .” Indeed the Psalmist ad-
monishes us in a number of places to
make a joyful noise unto the Lord.
Certainly contrasts enhance our effec-
tiveness as a person as it does in music.

In our Christian walk we must also
give proper attention to our TIME
values. The wise man in Eccles. 3:1-8
mentions many things relative to time
for certain things. Perhaps to us the
pertinent verse is found in Eph. 5:16,
“Redeeming the time, because the days
are evil.”

In practically all compositions there
are places where a REST is desirable.
“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently
for Him” (Ps. 37:7). “Be still, and
know that | am God” (Ps. 46:10). Again
we are urged to “stand ye still, and see
the salvation of the Lord.” Do we pause
in whole-note fashion, or do we think
we must be in a sixty-fourth-note
hurry?

To go with the analogy: The rate of
speed at which a piece is played is
called TEMPO. Musicians have in their
repertoire the entire tempo-gamut from
perpetual motion to a funeral march.
So do we as Christians—not only as
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individual persons, but in our role as
copartners with our husbands.

Providence has not dictated that we
as women be Clara Schumanns or Lily
Ponses, but we must be sure that our
performance in the great symphony of
life is significant. Each has her own
responsibility to make it a unified, co-
herent, emotional, and thoughtful work
of Christian art. A modern symphony
may consist of from 80 to 100 instru-
ments, approximately 20 to 25 different
kinds. You may hide unobtrusively, as
the flute often seems to do; but remem-
ber if you are a flute or piccolo, you
are the finest acrobat in the orchestra.
You produce! You may be an oboe;
two to four are required in an or-
chestra, so distinctive are they. But
remember that other instruments tune
from the oboe's A. Few of us would
identify with the overpowering tuba.
Perhaps most of us would like to put
ourselves in the string section, the back-
bone of the orchestra. The essential
thing to keep in mind is that we are
part of the whole. As a symphony en-
thusiast would say, “l heard Toscanini,
or Eugene Ormandy,” as though he,
and not the men under his direction,
were wholly responsible, so the Master
Conductor of our lives shall be pre-
eminent.

In our association with others, HAR-
MONY must always be the order. Let
us be sure our ACCENTS are on the
right and eternal issues. RHYTHM in-
exorably governs life. May our hearts
beat with others and feel with them.

In summation, life as a symphony
needs these three characteristics: har-
mony, rhythm, and melody. Harmony
is cooperation; rhythm is activity under
control; melody is the predominant
ideal begun in the first movement as
Christ, the theme of our song, is an-
nounced.

So “with unrelenting crescendo, the
symphony of a life replete with melodic
progression, hastens to its Finale. And
friendships that are ours to share with
the ‘largos’ and ‘allegros’ move ever-
lastingly until we one day join the
Celestial Choir.”

The Nazarene Preacher



IN THE,ASTUDY

SERMON OF THE MONTH

Questions for the Sanctified

By Milton Harrington*

Scripture: Rom. 8:24-39

For many days a certain group of men
had been attending an unusual school of
religion and theology. They were men from
several walks of life who had suddenly
found themselves with a common interest
and had enrolled in this school one by one.
Their classrooms never seemed to be the
same, for they were constantly on the move.
Many times they studied to the soothing
music of the birds. A few times they
studied within the shelter of sacred walls.
Other times they studied in the midst of a
noisy crowd in the marketplace. Almost
without warning, examination day arrives
and they are suddenly asked, “Whom do
men say that | the Son of man am?” (Matt.
16:13b) When answered to the satisfaction
of the Teacher, another question quickly
follows, “But whom say ye that I am?”
(Matt. 16:15) Paul has some personal ques-
tions for the sanctified:

I. If God be for us, who can be against us?
(v. 32)

Perhaps this question can be prefaced
with the question of Jesus, “Whom say ye
that | am?” for the answer depends upon
our understanding, our comprehension, our
vision of God. Just how much greatness
do you ascribe and attribute unto God?
Among all of the things you know of na-
ture, of humanity, of intelligence and power,
where do you place God? Your personal
spiritual power is the answer to your con-
ception of God. Deeply, sincerely what is
God to you? The expressions of others
will not do unless you are using them as

<Pastor,

July, 1969

Kennewick, Wash.

better expressions of your own depth of
personal decision.

Should we convince ourselves, with the
aid of God’'s Spirit, that God is everything
and all else fades into nothingness, then
we are ready to examine the question, 'If
God be for us, who can be against us?”
In His truth of the vine and branches
Jesus said, “Without me ye can do nothing”
(John 16:5). In His truth on the mustard
seed He said, “Nothing shall be impossible
unto you” (Matt. 17:20). Here are pictured
the human nothingness and the divine
everything. This is the proper relationship.
Without Him “we can do nothing.” With
Him *“nothing shall be impossible.” The
meaning of “nothing” is the same, but what
a vast difference exists in what it is con-
nected to!

When we have obtained God's favor
through the experiences of justification
and sanctification, there remains nothing
that can be against us. In slightly different
language Jesus says, . . fear not them
which Kkill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul: but rather fear him which
is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell” (Matt. 10:28). In the sanctified Chris-
tian's mind, “who” is there but God? It
is the thought of David, “Whom have |
in heaven but thee? and there is none upon
earth that | desire beside thee” (Ps. 73:25).
How could there possibly exist another
source or capacity of power that could
stand against God? When “who” is spelled
with holy capital letters, it can find no
counterpart but in God.

Our responsibility, then, is not to spend
the time of our privileged position in try-
ing to find out “who” our enemies are,
but to explore the relationship of “God
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being for us.” This provides us with the
confidence of victory. Many of our visual-
ized enemies are allowed to seem greater
than they really are because we try to
find out “who” is “against us.” We build
up our straw men under the guise of cir-
cumstances, spirit of the age, lethargy, in-
difference; but they are only straw men.
They are magnified by the importance we
give to them in excusing our lack of God
being for us. They may even be allowed
to grow in such proportions that they
damage faith and cause God to be reduced
in size. They are accepted as normal and
natural rather than challenged with the
magnitude of God.

Il. He that spared not his own Son
shall he not with him also freely give
us all things? (v. 32)

Justification plus sanctification team up
together to provide a relationship between
man and God that is glorious. “The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God: and if children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ” (16-17). In sparing “not his
own Son” God has proven, “no good thing
will he withhold from them that walk up-
rightly” (Ps. 84:11). His Son was the high-
est, the finest, the best He could give.

When Paul said, “. God loveth a
cheerful giver,” it was by way of explana-
tion that God himself is a cheerful Giver.
The use of the word “freely” suggests
this—“Freely give us all things.” Finish-
ing his thought Paul says, “God is able to
make all grace abound toward you; that
ye, always having all sufficiency in all
things, may abound to every good work”
(Il Cor. 9:8). There is absolutely no reason
for a sanctified Christian to be spiritually
skinny, undernourished, or a pauper.

The difficult key to turn the latch is
faith. God has “freely given wus all
things”; but we must find the way to re-
ceive them. When we approach God in
what we call “faith,” too often we leave
open the door of retreat, so if faith doesn't
“work” we can return without embarrass-
ment or the stigma of fanaticism. We can
always explain that we were a little too
exuberant and thus apologize. True faith
must let the Red Sea roll back into position,
the Jordan flow together again, the bridges
be burned behind, and all of the strings
be cut. Anticipated failure will not come
because the door of anticipated failure
has been locked and the key destroyed.
Then we shall find a new experience of
freely enjoying all things.
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It takes faith to claim and receive re-
demption, the forgiveness of sins and the
baptism with the Holy Spirit. God proves
himself to us in these experiences. Then
it becomes us to consider that “he that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things?” Our own
personal experience in grace is the evidence
of how “freely” God gives through our
faith.

I1l. Who shall lay anything to the charge
of God’s elect? (v. 33)

Again we must analyze our conception
of God to find confidence in the midst
of condemnation. Paul emphatically states,
“There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit” (v. 1). “It is God that justifieth.”
When God has justified and honored with
the title of “God’s elect,” “who” is there in
existence that can “lay any thing” to their
“charge”? It is God that we must meet
and deal with. Outside of God’'s holy Trinity
there is no one else to whom we must give
an answer or an accounting.

When the assurance exists that God has
saved and sanctified, then “who is he that
condemneth?” It is a fruitless effort upon
the part of the enemy of the soul and it
shall not stand. It is not Christ that
condemneth, for Paul declares, “It is Christ
that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us” (v.
26). This is so aptly illustrated in the con-
versation Jesus had with Peter when He
said, “Satan hath desired to have you,
that he may sift you as wheat: but | have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not”
(Luke 22:31-32).

When Paul stood before Felix to answer
the charges that had been brought against
him, he testified, “Neither can they prove
the things whereof they now accuse me.
And herein do | exercise myself, to have
always a conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men” (Acts 24:13, 16).
They thought they had a case, and in the
eyes of the world they may have had a
case, but in the eyes of God, Paul was
without charge. He could stand confidently,
courageously as “God’s elect.”

That loving writer John comes to us
saying, “My little children, these things
write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if
any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and
he is the propitiation for our sins: and
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not for ours only, but also for the sins of
the whole world. And hereby we do know
that we know him, if we keep his com-
mandments” (I John 2:1-3). As long as
Christ is our Intercessor, our Advocate, our
Propitiation, there remaineth no one to
“lay any thing” to our “charge.”

IV. Who shall separate us from the love

of Christ? (v. 35)

Just how intensely Christ loves us we
shall not know now, nor perhaps in eternity.
Who but He himself can know “. . . what
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height” of His own love? (Eph. 3:18). Per-
haps we should not even mention His love
with our glib tongues, for it is so pure, so
precious, so holy, so consuming. To speak
of it with human tongues cannot help but
cast a shadow upon it. But the soul-
thrilling question is, “Who shall separate
us” from that love?

Look at the things that will try: tribu-
lation, distress, persecution, famine, naked-
ness, peril, and sword. We might add ten-
sions, aversions, recreations, preoccupations,
negligence, and physical weaknesses. Beat-
ing like a war-drum in our hearts should
be these words, “Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us” (v. 37). We do not need
to submit! These cannot claim the victory
—we are more than just conquerors.

What a wonderful haven for the soul of
man in the love of Christ! To realize its
great strength and keeping power! lIsaiah
pictures it thus, “Can a woman forget her

. child, that she should not have com-
passion on the son . . . ? yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I
have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands” (Isa. 49:15-16). The prophet Hosea
writes, “l will betroth thee unto me for-
ever” (2:19). When Jesus looks at the nail
scars in His hands, the scars somehow dis-
appear and in their place appear those who
are the recipients of His love.

Paul demands time to answer the ques-
tion in soul-stirring, emotion-packed words,
“For | am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” His opening words are,
“l am persuaded.” Of what persuasion are
you?

Maybe you have different answers, but
these are the questions for the sanctified:
(1) “If God be for us, who can be against
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us?” (2) “He that spared not his own
Son shall he not with him also
freely give us all things?” (3) “Who shall
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?”
(4) “Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ?”

TOWARD
EXPOSITORY
PREACHING

By Sherrill F. Munn*

The Just and the Justifier

Rom. 3:24-26, especially 26, For the demon-
stration of His righteousness at the
present time, that He might be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. (All quotations from NASB unless
otherwise indicated.)

Introduction

Since dikaioumenoi, “being justified”
(v. 24), is linked grammatically with “all”
(pantes) in v. 23 and contextually with
“all those who believe” (pantes . . .) in
v. 22, the emphasis of the phrase “being . . .
grace” (v. 24) falls upon the adverb dorean,
“as a gift.” This is intensified by the
presence of autou, “His,” with chariti,
“grace,” for autou is a subjective genitivel
indicating that justification is of His grace
alone, a free gift which man can in no
way earn (cf. vv. 21-23; Gal. 2:16f.).

One is justified dia tes apolutroseos tes en
Christo lesou, i.e., “through” the agency of
“the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”
Apolutroseos, “redemption,” carries here the
thought of ransom (cf. Mark 10:45) and
can include the idea of “price” (cf. I Cor.
6:20; 7:23). It is a way of describing the
death of Christ which emphasizes the cost
of man’s redemption.2 En, “in,” retains
here probably its basic significance of
“within.”3 The phrase en Christo lesou
relates to the glorified Christ and not to the
historic Jesus.4 Paul is talking about that
redemption which is presently available in
the resurrected Christ.

The character of this redemption is the

~Graduate student, Pasadena College, Pasa-
dena, Calif. Prepared under the direction of
Frank G. Carver, chairman, Division of Philoso-
%h _fand Religion, Pasadena College, Pasadena,
alif.
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Christ Jesus hon proetheto ho theos, “whom
God displayed publicly” (v. 25). Proetheto
is aorist tense, probably constantive, which
gathers the action involved into a single
whole regardless of the extent of its dura-
tion.6 The voice is permissive middle which
represents the agent as voluntarily yielding
himself to the results of the action.6

As a result the redemption which is in
Christ is freely given to man in the form of
a mighty act of God in history through
which the salvation of God is made public
or visible (cf. v. 21). There is a reason
that the salvation of God is made public
in Christ Jesus, for

l. The Purpose of God Isto Give the World
a Propitiation for Sin (v. 25a).

A. The propitiation is Christ Jesus: hon
... hilasterion.

In the Septuagint hilasterion is con-
stantly used for the “lid of the ark” or
“the mercy seat” (cf. Heb. 9:5), so called
from the fact of its being sprinkled with
the blood of the sacrifices on the Day of
Atonement.7 Paul is in keeping with the
Old Testament in ascribing the initiative
in the matter of propitiation to God’s grace:
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and
| have given it for you upon the altar to
make atonement for your souls; for it is
the blood that makes atonement by reason
of the life” (Lev. 17:11, RSV).

Hilasterion is an adjective used substan-
tively in apposition to hon, whose antece-
dent is Christo lesou. So God publicly
displayed Jesus upon the Cross in order
to give Him visibly to the world as a
Propitiation for sin.

B. The propitiation is the sacrificial
death of Jesus: en to autou haimati.

En is instrumental expressing means.
Haimati, “blood,” is the instrument. Here
it refers to the life of Jesus as a means
of propitiation.8 Blood was regarded by
the Hebrews as the seat of life (Lev. 17:11).
Its application was the application of life,
and the offering of the blood to God was
an offering of life.8

The article to and the possessive pro-
noun autou emphasize the particularity and
identity of the sacrifice as that of the life
of Jesus. The emphasis is on the voluntary
offering of the life of Jesus to God. Jesus’
sacrificial death becomes the means by
which God really does away with His peo-
ple’s sin. It is really in a twofold sense:
the sin has been removed not only from
the believer’s conscience but also from the
presence of God, since the initiative in the
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efficacy of Christ's self-offering is divine
grace.l0 The hilasterion which God has
provided in Christ not only removes
the ungodliness and unrighteousnsss of men,
but also averts the wrath and retribution
which is its just due (Rom. 5:9).

C. The propitiation becomes effective
through faith: dia pisteos.

Dia with the genitive can express means
and in this case indicates how the benefits
of the propitiation are appropriated.

Since hilasterion involves both God's
judgment and His mercy, “faith becomes
the obedient acceptance of the divine ver-
dict on the understanding of himself which
man has had up to that point.”1l It is
recognition and acceptance that he is under
grace. Thus it is total submission to God
in response to His act. This results in a
totally different relationship to God, namely,
a life of righteousness which is bestowed
as a gift to faith.

Paul continues to draw out the signifi-
cance of the death of Christ and suggests
a further reason why God has so pub-
licly displayed Him:

Il. The Purpose of the Propitiation IS the

Demonstration of the Righteousness of
God (vv. 25b-26).
A. It is a propitiation for the sins

the past (w. 25b-26a): eis endeixin
tlieou.

Eis with the accusative can be trans-
lated “to” or “for” and here indicates pur-
pose.12

Endeixin is the accusative singular of
a substantive from the same root as en-
deinumi, which means “to point out,”
“show forth,” “prove,” or “manifest” by
act.13 Thus eis endeixin can be translated
“for the purpose of demonstration or
elucidation.”

Tes dikaiosuyies autou, “His righteous-
ness.” 4

Paresin, “passed over,” indicates a
temporary passing by and not a permanent
absolution of sin.15 Hamartematon indi-
cates the single act of sin rather than the
permanent principle.18 Thus the death of
Christ demonstrates the righteousness of
God by showing the impossibility of simply
passing over sin. As F. F. Bruce states it,
“The redemption accomplished in Christ
has retrospective as well as prospective ef-
ficacy.”11 Christ becomes in a cosmical act
the “mercy seat” for all mankind.

En te anoche tou theou, “in the for-
bearance of God.” En with the locative
anoche probably expresses the sourcel8 of
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the motive for this “forbearance” as the

divine will.

B. It is a propitiation for the justifica-

tion of the present
endeixin . .. lesou.

En to nun kairo, “at the present time,”
is in contrast to “the sins previously com-
mitted” (v. 25).

Eis to einai auton: eis with the in-
finitive designates purpose, “that He might
be ..

Dikaion Kkai

(v. 26b): pros ten

dikaiounta, “just and the
justifier,” establishes the connection be-
tween the righteousness (dikaiosune) of
God and the righteousness (dikaiosune) by
faith. God is righteous and also declares
righteous the believer. The cross of Christ
is an act of mercy which is a direct out-
come of God's righteousness. In the pro-
pitiatory death of Jesus at once are seen
both the holiness and the mercy of God.

In the phrase ton ek pisteos lesou the
preposition ek indicates source,10 lesou is
an objective genitive receiving the action
inferred in the verbal noun pisteos, D
while ton is used as a pronoun with the
full force of a demonstrative pronoun.2l
The phrase can be translated loosely as
“the one living out of faith in Jesus.”

Conclusion

Through the propitiatory death of Christ,
God’'s own righteousness is vindicated and
the believing sinner justified. As Bruce
states, “Christ occupies a unique position
as God's representative with man and man’s
representative with God. As the representa-
tive of man He absorbs the judgement in-
curred by human sin; as the representative
of God He conveys God's pardoning grace
to men.”22

'H. E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual
Grammar of the Greek New Testament (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1927) p. 78.

2W. Sanday and A. C. Headlam, "The Eplstle
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“William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A
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(Chlzcago University of Chicago Press, 1957),
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"Sanday and Headlam p. 89.

WF. F. Bruce, "The Epistle of Paul to the
Romans,” The Tyndale New Testament Com-
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1963), p. 106.
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GLEANINGS

from the Greek

By Ralph Earle*
I Tim. 1.1-4

God Our Saviour
This unique phrase is used by Paul only
in the Pastoral Epistles (I Tim. 1:1; 2:3,
4:10; Titus 1:3; 2:10; 3:4). Elsewhere in
the New Testament it occurs just twice and
then in liturgical passages (Luke 1:47;
Jude 25). It is also found in the Septuagint
version of Deut. 32:15. It fits in perfectly
with Old Testament theology, as well as
that of Paul. There is no reasonable jus-
tification for wusing it as an argument
against the Pauline authorship of the Pas-
toral Epistles. God is our Savior just as

truly as Jesus Christ is our Savior.

“My Own” or “True”?
The word gnesios (v. 2) properly means
“lawfully begotten, born in wedlock” (A-S),
and so “true” or “genuine.” The KJV “my

own” suggests this, but is perhaps not
strong enough. Strangely, NEB has *“his
true-born son” (cf. Moffatt, “his lawful

son”). Probably the best translation is
“my true child.”

A New Word

Paul, unlike John, was particularly fond
of compound words. Some of them he evi-
dently coined himself. An example is found
at the end of verse 3. “That they teach . . .
other doctrine” is all one word in Greek—
heterodidaskalein. It is composed of heteros,
“different,” and didaskaleo, “teach.” The
term (only here and 6:3 in NT) is used
by Ignatius in his letter to Polycarp (ca.

a.d. 115). Eusebius, in his Ecclesiastical
<Professor, Greek New Testament, Nazarene
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.



History (a.d. 326) employs the cognate
noun heterodidaskaloi to designate hereti-
cal teachers. In verse 7, Paul has nomodi-
daskaloi, “law-teachers.” So the “different”
teaching here in verse 3 was evidently
that of Judaizers, who asserted that Gentile
Christians had to keep the Jewish law (cf.
Acts 15).

“Fables” or “Myths”?

The Greek word (v. 4) is mythos, from
which we get “myth.” In the NT it is found
four times in the Pastoral Epistles (I Tim.
1:4; 4:7; 11 Tim. 4:4; Titus 1:14) and in
Il Pet. 1:16. In all five places it is rendered
“fables” in KJV.

The term first meant “a speech, word,
saying,” then “a narrative, story”—whether
true or fictitious—and finally “an inven-
tion, falsehood” (Thayer). It is thus dis-
tinguished from logos, “a historical tale”
(Vincent, 1V, 203).

Kittel's Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament devotes no less than 34 pages to
this word alone. Because of the vague
and varied ways in which the term is used
today by biblical scholars, it might be well
to give it some attention.

The article in TDNT is written by Staeh-
lin. He notes that some use “myth” for
that which is unhistorical and yet has re-
ligious value. Then he asserts: “But if the
concept of myth is brought into antithesis
to both historical reality and to truth as
such, and if reality and truth are thought
to be essential to genuine revelation and
the only possible basis of faith, myth can
have no religious value” (1V, 765). Two
results follow. Either the New Testament
stories are “dismissed as myths, as errors
and deceptions,” or a sharp line is drawn
between Gospel and myth. He notes that
the latter is “the judgment of the NT
itself” which contrasts myth with history
(Il Pet. 1:16) and with truth (11 Tim. 4:4;
Titus 1:14). His conclusion is incisive: “The
Christian Church, insofar as it is true to
itself, accepts this judgment that myth is
untrue and consequently of no religious
value” (ibid.). This is a welcome antidote
to Bultmann!

Plato made much use of myth, but Aris-
totle argued that logos alone has educational
value; myth merely pleases (IV, 775). For
the Stoics myth was valid as a symbol
(1Vv, 777). Staehlin concludes his study of
myth in the Greek world by saying: “There
is, however, no fundamental repudiation on
religious grounds until we come to the NT
and the Christian writers of the first cen-
turies” (1V, 779).
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In the Septuagint (Gk. OT) the word
mythos is found only in the apocryphal
books (twice). Later rabbis made use of
Greek myths as parables (1V, 781).

Coming to “Mythoi in the NT,” Staehlin
reiterates his earlier statements, he says:
“The position of the NT regarding what
it calls mythos is quite unequivocal.
There is obviously a complete repudiation
of mythos. It is the means and mark of an
alien proclamation, especially of the error
combatted in the Pastorals” (ibid.).

What is the nature of these myths which
Paul warns against? Staehlin says, “It is
highly probably that the Pastorals are con-
cerned with the early form of a Gnosticism
which flourished on the soil of Hellenistic
Jewish Christianity” (I1V, 783).

Staehlin concludes that “myth as such
has no place on biblical soil” (IV, 793).
Against those who defend it as a form of
religious communication he asserts: “In the
Bible, however, we have from first to last
the account and narration of facts. This may
undergo certain changes in form and con-
sciousness from the childlikeness of many
of the ancient stories to the maturity of
the Johannine view of Christ. But the
essential theme is the same throughout,
namely, what God says and what God does”
(1V, 793-94).

Pagan myths were sometimes used as
parables. But Staehlin insists that “the NT
uses genuine parable rather than myths”
(1Vv, 794). Myths were finally thought of as
symbols. Staehlin’s answer to this argu-
ment is clear and direct. He says: “The
central symbol of the Gospel, however, is
the cross, and this embodies a hard and
unromantic historical reality. No myth can
be integrated into or imposed upon this
symbol in any form” (ibid.). In a footnote
he adds: “Hence the use of expressions
like the Christ myth, which is common in
form criticism, is to be strictly avoided.”

This German writer maintains his posi-
tion without equivocation. He raises the
question as to whether there is some other
way to make myth at home in the biblical
world. He answers: “But no matter how
the term is understood, and no matter how
it is extended, as e.g.,, by Bultmann, there
is within it an inherent antithesis to truth
and reality which is quite intolerable on
NT soil” (ibid.).

We have quoted at unusual length from
this article because it touches on a very
relevant problem in current New Testament
studies. It is the most scholarly, construc-
tive treatment we have seen to date.
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The following outlines are part of the
fruit of the Pastors’ Retreat conducted by
District Superintendent Raymond C. Krat-
zer on the Northwest District in 1967. In a
session called Group Dynamics, Sermon
Building, which | suppose could be called a
ministerial brainstorming, these outlines
were developed.

Temptation— Barrier or Blessing?

Jas. 1:12

I. Temptation will come.
A. Not contradictory to sonship.
B. Source of temptation.

Il. Temptation can be overcome.
A. Strength of temptation is in us.
B. Way to escape is God's (I Cor. 10:

13).

I1l. Temptation’s glorious outcome
A. Blessed is the man who is tempted.
B. Worketh patience, no variableness.
C. Crown of life.

The Conquest of Inner Space
Ephesians 3

I. Our inner weaknesses filled with His
strength (v. 16)

Il. Our inner emptiness filled with His
presence (v.17)

I1l. Our spiritual ignorance filled with
spiritual comprehension (v. 18)

IV. Our empty emotions filled with the
fullness of His love (v. 19)

The Grants of God

(M. Kimber Moulton also prepared this
“on the spot” outline on this passage.)
Eph. 3:16, “That he would grant unto us . ..”

Introduction:
conditions:

God grants some things on
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A. Humility (v. 4)

B. Faith on the basis of God’'s ability
in the family in heaven and earth
(v. 15)

C. Strengthened for reception (v. 16)

I. The grant of occupancy (v. 17)

A. Not intermittency of visitation, or
casual fellowship (not getting a
motel for overnight)

B. The perpetuation of His presence
in us—how?

C. For the process of rooting and
grounding in love (v. 17)

1. The grant of comprehensibility (v. 18)
A. Love in four dimensions
B. The comprehension of personal
knowing beyond mere mental con-
cept (v. 19)
C. Comprehension of the fullness of

God (v. 19). “Of his fulness have
all we received, and grace for
grace.”

I1l. The grant of ultimacy
A. Ultimacy beyond our
thinking (v. 20)
B. Ultimacy by power working in us
(v. 20)
C. Ultimacy in God's glory through-
out all ages (v. 21)

asking or

Three-D Religion

Ps. 37:27
. “Depart from evil”
1. “Do good”

I1. “Dwell for evermore”

Stay of Execution

Rom. 6:23; Ezek. 18:32 (Scripture—c. 18).

Introduction: Courtroom of God. We have
an appointment. There is a case pending
against mankind. There we find the prose-
cutor, the Defense Lawyer, and the Judge.

I. The prosecutor—Satan; his case, “the
law of sin and death”
A. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die”
(vv. 4, 13, 20, 24).
B. The knowledge of the
demned us.
C. We failed to keep it.

law con-

Il. Defense—the love of God—Jesus, our
Advocate
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A. We must have accepted (v. 28).

B. We must have met conditions—
turn (v. 28).

C. Evidence—do (v. 28).

111. Judge
A. Who is He?—Lord God (v. 32).
B. What is He like? God of love—
“I have no pleasure” (v. 30).
C. What is His desire? That we live
(v. 32).

Conclusion: We need not die.
A. We will stand upon present grace
(vv. 26-28).
B. We must take action—turn and live.
C. The decision is ours (vv. 30-31).

The Stewardship of the Gospel

Text: | amdebtor ... (Rom. 1:14).

There are three words in the Scriptures
that show our relationship to God and
others. The words are steward, debtor, and
witness. We are told that a steward is a
person who is entrusted with the manage-
ment of the estate or affairs of another. He
is not the owner, but is entrusted with the
handling of the affairs of another. Let us
prayerfully consider three things in the dis-
cussion of this theme:

I. The Nature of the Gospel
A. It is the power of God unto salva-

tion (v. 16).

B. It brings peace to the troubled soul
(Rom. 5:1).

C. It brings deliverance to the bound
soul (Rom. 8:1).

D. It completely renovates the soul
(Il Cor. 5:17).

E. It delivers from the inbeing of sin
(Rom. 6:6).

F. Paul eloquently declared that he
was not ashamed of the gospel (v.
16).

Il. The Obligation of the Gospel

A. Paul said, “I am debtor” (v. 14).

B. He was entrusted with the steward-
ship of the gospel (I Tim. 1:11).

C. Paul was given the stewardship
of the mysteries of God (I Cor. 4:1).

D. Peter said he was a steward of the
grace of God (I Pet. 4:10).

E. The basis of this obligation was
Paul's love to Christ (Il Cor. 5:14).

F. This is the obligation of strength to
weakness (Rom. 5:6). Paul owed
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the strength of his spirituality to
weakness. And he gave it.

G. This is the debt that abundance
owes to want (v. 15).

m. The Joy of Discharging This Obligation
A. Some of this joy came to Paul here
in this life (11 Cor. 3:2).
B. And the greater part of this joy
came to Paul on the other side (Ps.
126:6).
w. B. walker

An “Enough" Religion
Heb. 7:25

I. A Savior who is STRONG enough—
“Wherefore he is able .. .”

Il. A Salvation that is SATISFACTORY
enough—*. . . to save them to the utter-
most . .

I1l. A Story that is SIMPLE enough—*. . .
who come unto God by him ...”

IV. A Security that is SOUND enough—
“. . . seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.”
Harold Mongerson

Text:

The Mighty Keeper

Text: He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved: he that keepeth thee will not
slumber (Ps. 121:3).

This psalm is the third “song of degrees.”
There are 15 of these. They were sung in
the highest note possible to the Hebrew
voice—the songs of “going up.” They are
songs of exultation, of triumph, and of joy.

I. The Keeper

A. He is the Lord of the cosmos (v. 2).
He is the Maker of all things, ani-
mate and inanimate, visible and in-
visible.

B. He is the Lord of the Church (v. 1).
Jesus said He would build the
Church (Matt. 16:18).

C. He is the Lord of the camp (v. 4).
He will not slumber or sleep. His
eyes ever watch over His own—
even lIsrael.

Il. The Kept
A. He keeps institutionally (v. 4). Is-
rael was to be tried severely, but
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God would keep her and guide her
destiny.

B. He will keep us personally (v. 5).
He will not only keep a nation or
race, but He will keep us person-
ally.

C. He will keep us conditionally (v. 1).
Christ is the Way; | will walk
there! Christ is the Light; 1 will
follow Him! Christ is the Truth; I
will believe Him! Christ is the Cap-
tain; | will obey Him!

I1l. The Keeping
A. The Lord will keep us internally
(v. 7). He did not say, “He shall
preserve thy bank account.” Nei-
ther did He say, “He shall preserve
thy health perfectly.” He did say,
“He shall preserve thy soul.”
B. The Lord will keep us externally
(8).
1. He will keep us when we go out
on the road (v. 3).
2. He shall also keep us when we
go out under the sun (vv. 5-6).
3. He will keep us when we are in
the midst of evil (v. 7).
4. Then God will keep us when we
come in (v. 8).
5. He will keep us eternally (v. 8;
Isa. 26:3).

When the universe is a wilderness of
smoke and cinders, when the heavens snap
back like window blinds, when the hills
skip like rams, and when the islands of the
sea run away, God will keep us. When the
crash of judgment terrorizes the unsaved,
and when the books are thundered open,
and the dreadful sentence, “Depart, ye
cursed,” whips the countless multitudes to
damnation, God will keep those who are
committed to Him.

wW. B. Walker

* IDEAS
THAT WORK

How about letting your people know
about your pastoral schedule? Many
have no idea what a pastor does be-
tween Sundays, or where to reach him,
or what time would be convenient and
what time would not be.
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How about letting the parish know
about the pastoral calls you have made?
The following items appeared in my
bulletin:

Pastoral Schedule

Your pastor will be trying to spend
more time studying this summer (in
the parsonage, where it's cool!). Calling
will be done generally from 2 to 5 p.m.
and some evenings.

Of course, in the pastorate, schedules
are of necessity flexible, and vary with
the immediate needs, but your pastor’'s
summer schedule might look like this:

Mon. 9-12 Church office
Mon. Afternoon Free

TW.T.F. 8-12 Study (parsonage)
TW.T.F. 1-2 Study (parsonage)
TW.T.F. 2-5 Calling

Sat. 8-12 Study (parsonage)
Sat. Afternoon Free

Evenings As needed Calling

Sunday Day of rest?

Personal
| discovered that | have made 117 calls
in the five weeks since General As-
sembly.
Roger M. Williams
Norman, Okla.

O Day of Rest and Gladness

(No. 30, Praise and Worship hymnal)

The author, Christopher Wordsworth
(1807-85), was a nephew of the famous
poet William Wordsworth, and the son
of the rector of Lambeth. Named for his
father, he admired his noted forebears
greatly, but earned his own right to
an honored name in history. Graduating
from Trinity College, Cambridge, with
high honors both scholastically and ath-
letically, he became classical lecturer
and public orator at the university.
Later he was appointed headmaster of
Harrow School for boys. He spent 19
years as canon of Westminster Abbey,
then 15 years as bishop of London. Dur-
ing these years he wrote The Holy Year,
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containing hymns for every season and
festival of the church year. He wrote
127 hymns which were loved and sung
long after his death. He was called by
Canon Ellerton “a most holy, humble,
loving, self-denying man.” His character
is reflected in the verses he wrote. It
is regrettable that of these only the
one under consideration is still in com-
mon use.

The composer, Lowell Mason (1792-
1872), was one of America’s finest
pioneer composers of hymn tunes,
among them the great hymn “My Faith
Looks Up to Thee,” which has been
called the greatest of all American
hymns.

The tune for “O Day of Rest and
Gladness” is an arrangement from a
German folk song, “Mendebras.” Ma-
son saw in it a solemnity and beauty
befitting a sacred song such as this,
and we are the richer because of his
genius.

BULLETIN * BARREL

IF I WERE THE DEVIL

If 1 were the prince of darkness, |
would want to engulf the whole earth
in darkness.

I would begin with a campaign of
whisper. With the wisdom of a serpent,
I would whisper, “The Bible is a myth.”
I would convince them that “man
created God” instead of the other way
around. I'd whisper, “What is bad is
good and what is good is square.”

In the ears of the young married 1
would whisper that work is debasing,
that cocktail parties are good for you.
I would caution them not to be extreme
in religion, in patriotism, in moral con-
duct.

And the old | would teach to pray,
“Qur father which art in Washington.”

If I were the devil | would encourage
schools to refine young intellects, but

neglect to discipline emotions; let those
run wild.

I'd designate an atheist to front for
me before the highest courts and I'd
get preachers to say, “She’s right.” Thus
I would evict God from the courthouse,
from the schoolhouse, from the House
of Congress.

If | were Satan, I'd make the symbol
of Easter an egg, and the symbol of
Christmas a bottle.

If | were Satan, I'd just keep on doing
what | am doing and the whole world
would go to hell as sure as the devil
has gone to hell.

—Paul Harvey, ABC News
Whittier First, calif.
Charles Ogden

TIMELY CLIPS

No one can live in doubt when he has
prayed in faith.

A beautiful heart more than offsets the
handicap of a homely face.

Christ’s limitless resources meet our end-
less needs.

Live so the preacher can tell ALL the
truth at your funeral.

* * * *

Better than counting your years is to
make your years count.

e = - -
Any hill is too high for a poor climber.

* * * *

Your talk walks, and your walk talks,
but your walk talks farther than talk
walks.

We would all be better off financially
if we would act our wage!
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

It is easy, unless we guard it, for the
summer months everywhere to become
“lax months” as far as the Kingdom is
concerned.

A few years ago, when | was in
college, I was driving through one state
which had a notice on most church signs
which read, “Closed for the summer.”

Needless to say, we never should take
a “vacation” from God. May all of us
put “extra guards on duty” as the warm
weather approaches, to be faithful all
summer to all of the services.

Here are four tips | would suggest:

1. Return from vacation early enough
to spend your last Sunday back in your
home church.

2. Place (or send) your tithe in to
the church before you leave town (the
expenses of the church remain the same
in the summer—and you’ll not be tempt-
ed to spend it).

3. Bring your pastor a bulletin from
the church you attend while on vacation.

4. Never miss church (anytime) for
sickness or rain, etc., which would not
cause you to miss work.

Then the Kingdom will continue to
function effectively in the summer. See
you Sunday.

J.Rex Eaton

Minister, First Church, Miami, Fla.

V-Verily, verily
-1
S-Say unto thee,
I-1f the Sunday school
T-Teacher will visit
A-As he should,
T-The wonderful results
I-In his class will
O-Overcome the ab-
sentee problem
N-Now facing him.

Fullerton, Calif.
John Price, Pastor

July, 1969

Don't Stay Away from Church—

Because you are poor—there is no ad-
mission charge.

Because it rains—you go to work in the
rain.

Because it is hot—so are the golf course
and the lake.

Because it is cold—it is warm and

friendly inside.

Because no one invited you—people go
to the movies without being invited.

Because religion is emotional—what

about the ball game?

Because you have little children—what
if you no longer had them?

Because your job leaves you tired—you
may lose your job.

Because there are hypocrites—you as-
sociate with them daily.

Because the church standard is too high
—take a look at the Bible standard.

Because the church always wants

money—so does your grocer.

Because you have plenty of time to get
saved—are you sure?

Divers Diseases

“They brought unto him all sick peo-
ple that were taken with divers dis-
eases.”

Only the Lord can cure “divers dis-
eases.” And there is a regular epidemic
of “divers diseases” among us!

Some DIVE for the door after Sun-
day school is over. Some DIVE for the
television set during the evening ser-
vices. Some DIVE into a box of excuses
about work that needs to be done for
Jesus. Others DIVE for the car and
take a trip for the weekend. A few
DIVE into the flurry of faultfinding
every time the church takes on a work
program. Yes, only the Lord can cure
“divers diseases.”

—Selected
Perry, Mich., News

Gouthey Jones
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Be Ye Holy

By Leslie D. Wilcox (Cincinnati: The Re-
vivalist Press, 1965. 407 pp., cloth, $3.95.)

This volume should have been reviewed
in this magazine several years ago, but
only recently came to our attention. It is
unquestionably one of the most useful
handbooks on holiness theology available,
comparable in many respects to the older
standby, Foundations of Doctrine, by Har-
ry Jessop. The author is a professor of
theology in God’s Bible School, Cincinnati,
Ohio.

This is a scholarly work, well-organized,
thoroughly comprehensive, yet written in a
very readable and clear style. It is suitable
as a college textbook, for local training
classes, or as a stimulating reference work
for the pastor’'s desk.

The first major division presents a care-
ful doctrinal and scriptural presentation of
the doctrine of holiness. At the end of each
section are references to supporting read-
ings, called “Parallel Readings.” The sec-
ond half of the book traces the develop-
ment of holiness doctrine from John Wesley
to the present. This is expertly done,
showing thorough acquaintance with the
writers and the literature.

Of special value is the competent analy-
sis of the central Wesleyan position in re-
spect to certain divergent near-holiness
movements and also the analysis of vary-
ing viewpoints within the holiness move-
ment.

The acquaintance with the vast literature
in Wesleyanism reflected in this volume is
in itself an outstanding contribution. This
is seen in the development of the book,
but also in seven bibliographies at the
close, listing holiness writers and their
books under distinct and very useful cate-
gories.

Surely this volume should be more wide-
ly known and used than it is.

R. S T
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Susanna Wesley
And the Puritan Tradition in Methodism

By John A. Newton (London: Epworth
Press, 1969. 215 pp., $4.20, [35s].)

Of books on the Wesley family there
seems to be no end. Until now, however,
we have not had a really worthwhile study
of the “mother of Methodism.” This need
has been fully met in Susanna Wesley, by
Dr. Newton, of Wesley College, Bristol,
England. The appearance of this biography
is timely, for 1969 is the tercentenary of
the birth of Susanna, and Dr. Newton is
her ideal biographer, having already writ-
ten the prize-winning George Eayrs Essay
on “Susanna Wesley” in 1960.

In every way, Susanna Wesley was a
remarkable woman. Well-known is the
amazing way in which she taught and dis-
ciplined her large family, and the lasting
effects of the Epworth atmosphere on her
sons John and Charles in particular. Less
well-known is the scope of her reading
and writing, her decisive change from the
Puritan worship of her father, Dr. Annes-
ley, when only 13, to that of the Anglican
church, and the fact that while engaged
in the incredible upbringing of her family
she was constantly battling against extreme
poverty, poor health, uncouth and vicious
parishioners, and, to say the least, an un-
predictable husband.

Dr. Newton's opening chapter on Dr.
Samuel Annesley, Susanna’'s father, is a
lively portrait of the great nonconformist.
Of particular interest is the comparison
drawn between Annesley’s teaching on
Christian holiness and that of his grand-
son, John Wesley. When Annesley pleads
for “humble, serious, constant course of
godliness”; when he exhorts to a “divine
faith, wrought by the Holy Ghost, where
God and man concur in the operation, such
a faith as works by love ... a holy faith,
full of good works,” it might well be John
Wesley speaking.
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The careful research and balanced evalu-
ation of this study will do much to answer
what so often has been written about the
sternness, the joylessness, and the harsh
discipline of the Epworth rectory. Such a
picture is completely untrue and Newton's
pages are a sufficient refutation—to choose
one example, the strictures of Marjorie
Bowen’s “Wrestling Jacob.”

The chapter entitled “Methodist Matri-
arch” reminds us of Miss Wedgewood’s
sentence: “The true founder of Methodism
was Susanna Wesley.” Here is seen how
much and how far she influenced the
thinking, the temperament, and the faith
of her son John. Think of her influence
at critical junctures: after the Epworth
fire she resolved to be “more particularly
careful of the soul of this child”; she con-
stantly advised and counselled him while
he was at Oxford, and shortly after his
great lifework began, she wisely restrained
him when he had made every sign of
excommunicating the unordained Thomas
Maxfield for daring to preach.

Nor was Susanna a mean apologist. John’s
sermon on “Free Grace” evoked White-
field's reply: A Letter to the Reverend Mr.

John Wesley, which occasioned in turn
Some Remarks on a Letter from the
Reverend Mr. Whitefield. This 28-page

pamphlet was published anonymously and
Dr. Newton rightly concludes from internal
and external evidence, with most Wesleyan
authorities, that it was from the pen of
Susanna Wesley—then 75 years of age.
Here is an exciting discovery—Susanna de-
fending the Arminianism of her son John,
with no punches pulled. “If, as Calvin says,
‘God speaketh by his ministers to repro-
bates that they may be deafer; he giveth
light to them that they may be blinder,
what good man would not rather choose to
be a hangman than a minister of the Gos-
pel?” (p. 183).

The one major criticism of Dr. Newton's
thesis is that the subtitle, “The Puritan
Tradition in Methodism,” is not justified.
That there is such a tradition is undeni-
able but it is not at all elaborated in these
pages. Otherwise this fine biographical
study is one of the most welcome recent
additions to Wesleyana.

Herbert McGonigle

This Adventure Called Marriage

By Milo L. Arnold (Kansas City: Beacon
Hill Press of Kansas City, 1966. 132 pp.,
paper, $1.95)

July, 1969

Here is another practical and powerful
book on Christian living from the helpful
pen of this veteran pastor and teacher. As
the title indicates, this volume concentrates
on marriage and home. It is comprehen-
sive in its scope and human and warm in
its sympathies and perceptions. Complete-
ly nontechnical, it is written in language
understandable by the teen-ager, yet in-
teresting to the older and more knowledge-
able adult. Those who are not married
should read it to prepare themselves for
the establishment of a Christian home.
Those already married should study it
carefully to know the secrets of assuring
both marital happiness and stability for
the glory of God. The pastor can unhesi-
tatingly use this widely, either by pro-
moting its sale or by giving it as gifts to
families or persons in his constituency.

R.S. T

An Exposition of the Gospel of John

By Herschel H. Hobbs (Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1969. 297 pp., cloth,
$6.95.)

This is the third book in a series, the
first two being expositions of Matthew and
Luke. Dr. Hobbs is pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Oklahoma City and
preacher on the “International Baptist
Hour.”

This is a practical exposition for either
pastor or layman. Written in a very inter-
esting manner, it avoids the more abstruse
and technical problems and goes straight
to the devotional and doctrinal heart of
the passage being considered.

It's organization lends itself to easy grasp
and homiletic adaptation. He deals with
each brief but unified segment of scripture
in a separate chapter of normal sermonic
length, and not only assigns a most in-
triguing and suitable title, but divides his
treatment into clear and appropriate divi-
sions. The style is somewhat similar to
that of Wm. Barclay. Thoroughly evan-
gelical, this volume should be a useful
addition to the library of any Christian,
especially that of a preacher. Perhaps not
all of his positions can be thoroughly en-
dorsed, but he writes from a sound, ortho-
dox base, and his presuppositions concern-
ing the origin and nature of the inspired
Gospel are reliable. His writing is an
example of the kind of study that is pos-
sible by a busy pastor even in this day
when so much is heard about the macer-
ation of the ministry.

R. S T.
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In Christ's Stead

By Arthur John Gossip (Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1968. 247 pp., paper,
$2.95.)

These are the Warrack Lectures on
preaching, delivered in 1925 to the students
of the colleges of the United Free Church
of Scotland in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and
Aberdeen. While the volume is a reprint,
its fiery, sparkling content is new to most
preachers today. And nothing better is
being written on the preacher as an am-
bassador for Christ.

The author spent most of his life in
Scotland, first as a pastor, then as professor
of Christian ethics and practical theology
at Trinity Theological College, Glasgow.

This is brilliant, sparkling reading, but
far from mere entertainment. These lec-
tures search the preacher’s soul. Matters of
art and craftsmanship are helpfully hand-
led, but the deeper thrust is into the heart
of the man who stands in the pulpit. At
one point Gossip betrays an antipathy to
what he calls “doctrinal” preaching, which
is as unfortunate as it is illogical. Yet in
spite of some such weaknesses, the reader
is filled over and over with an exalted
sense of the noble and magnificant privi-
lege of proclaiming the Gospel. After ex-
periencing this book it would be much
harder for any minister ever again to be
casual about preaching.

—R.S. T.

DEFINITIONS:

TACT is the ability to close your
mouth before someone else wants to.
PREJUDICE is being down on what we
are not up on.
HOUSEWORK is something you do that
nobody notices unless you don’'t do it.
TROUBLE is only opportunity in work
clothes.
PEACE is not the absence of conflict,
but the ability to cope with it.
ANGER is a wind which blows out the
lamp of the mind.
HATE is a prolonged manner of suicide.
WORK is love made visible.
JOY is not in things; it is in us.
PROCRASTINATOR is one who puts
off until tomorrow the things he already
put off until today.
Ada, Oklahoma
W. E. Chandier
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Preachers’ Exchange

WANTED—Works of John Wesley, 14 vols.,
B. Edgar Johnson, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas
City, Mo. 64131.

WANTED—Works of John Wesley, Vol. |,
Zondervan Ed., 1959; The Holiest of All, by
Andrew Murray. Walter S. MacPherson,
Jr., P.O. Box 220, Mt. Pearl, Newfoundland,
Canada.

FOR SALE—56 old copies of Preachers’
Assistant, Preacher's Mag., Pulpit, 20th
Ceiitury Preacher, Homeletic Review, and
Preacher’s Helper (1891-1931), $35.00. Three
antique geographies, Series 1, 2, 3 (99 yrs.
old), Indiana issues. S. T. Moore, 314 S.
Eliz. St., Angola, Ind. 46703.

FOR SALE—25 assorted, out-of-print holi-
ness books including Double Cure, by Jo-
seph Gray; Thoughts on Holiness, by Mark
G. Pearse; Helps to Holiness, by Samuel
Logan Brengle; Checks to Antinomianism,
by John Fletcher; etc. $50.00. Kenneth L.
Dodge, 4176 Split Rock Road, Camillus,
N.Y. 13031.

Items for this Exchange may be either
WANTED or FOR SALE, but must be confined
to periodicals and out-of-print books. All re-
sponse should be directly with the advertiser and
not with this office or the Nazarene Publishing
House. We are glad to render this free service
on these terms.

CALENDAR DIGEST

JULY—
Spanish Radio Offering

AUGUST—

NWMS National Workers
and Bible Society

SEPTEMBER—

NWMS Membership
and Alabaster

29— Christian Education Week
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AMONG OURSELVES

Talk about the “inner city” can be cheap, but doing some-
thing can be costly ... When Bennett Dudney, director of CST,
took on the task of launching a branch Sunday school a year
ago, he little dreamed of the struggle he was exposing himself
to . . . Securing an old house in a needy, seedy neighborhood
seemed more than half the battle—until he and his helpers
started cleaning up, remodeling, calling, recruiting teachers and
leaders ... 1t meant Saturday after Saturday—for months—of
the grimiest, grittiest kind of labor, hauling away loads of trash
and filth, repairing and papering, landscaping, moving a wall
to make a chapel, putting in new ceilings, begging old carpets,
then cutting and laying them . . . These were Saturdays not
spent fishing, golfing, or with the family . . . First, afternoon
Sunday school ... Then, last Sunday, morning preaching service
for the first time, with 54 in SS and 31 in preaching—22 from
the neighborhood . . . The helpers? Well a lot of laymen, Pub-
lishing House employees, First Church members (First Church
sponsored the project) . . . Then there were (and are) Semi-
narians doing the unglamorous thing, made exciting by the love
of Christ . . . But what | really wanted to tell you was that
Bennett Dudney was not the only Headquarters man involved

. . There was B. Edgar Johnson, general secretary . . . Paul
Spear, manager of Headquarters Services (he will be SS supt.)

. Dick Neiderhiser, editor of Young Aclult Topics . . . Paul
Sodowsky, office manager of Department of Ministerial Benevo-
lence . .. And Prof. Harvey Finley of the Seminary will serve
as acting pastor . . . These men look different in overalls, with
dust and paint in their hair, than when sitting behind their
shiny desks . .. Some of us have supposed that all Headquarters
people did was think of new jobs for others from their lofty
perch . . . We couldn’'t be more wrong! . . . These are men
whose compassion moves them beyond the minimal call of duty

. . And with their bare hands they have dug out what will
probably be one of those 400 new churches this quadrennium.

Until next month,



Introducing
a tested
& tried

Developed and successfully used by Rev. Bill Draper

Public Relations Program

or better still

Pastor's Remembrance Plan

G-60 G-61 G-62

Pastor—these lovely cards can be your Basic Cards
answer to an inexpensive, systematic &G0 Birthday 10 for $1.00

hod f beri ial G-61 Anniversary 10 for $1.00
met_ o 0 remem_ ering specia oc- G-G2 Convalescence 10 for $1.00
casions and developing a closer rapport R-124 Instruction Sheet FREE
with your parishioners. Record Supplies

. . R-125 Family Record Card,
Design, prose, scripture, and a prayer, 4x6” 50 for $1.25; 100 for $2.00

printed on a rich grain, pastel card stock, R-12G Church Record Date Sheet,

beautifully convey Christian sentiments 8Lz x 117 100 for $2.50
y i y . i R-127 Vinyl Binder—3-ring, 10 x 1112 $2.00

for each occasion. Av2 x 534". MatChmg S-537 Monthly Index Dividers for Binder $2.00

envelopes included. s-146 Record Card File Box $2.25
Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

NOTE: Suggested order for church of 150 in attendance: 100 R-125; 100 R-126; 150 G-60; 50 G-61; 25 G-62.

A Small Investment with Great Benefits
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