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On a fine afternoon T took the train to
Yonkers. a pleasant suburb fifteen milen
down the Hudson river, to spend a couple of
hours with the most distinguished mission-

GRIFFITH JOHN

ary in the world—Dr, Griffith John. I found
him quietly resting in his son’s lovely home,
where he expects to spend the winter. In
the spring he may visit England, and it is
impossible to exaggerate the warmth of the
welcome which awaits him, for it is twenty-
two years since hetast went home, and a new
generation has grown up which knows noth-
Ing of his magnetic personality, but which
Yet regards him as one of the noblest heroes
in the history of foreign missions.

Fifty-One Years 3 Missionary

Fifty-one years ago Griffith John went to
China. He had started preaching when he
Was fourteen, and in a few years the little
Welsh farm boy was known throughout the
F‘Mmam as a popular preacher of ex-

inary gifts. He might have occupied
the greatest pulpits in England, but he
Beard & mysterious, compeliing Voice calling
him to China, and he obeyed it with a glad
And complete surrender. In 1858, when
ty-two years of age, he offered himself

the London Missionary Society.

From 1855 to 1861 he labored"at Shang-

i then he went to Hankow, where a re-
Markable and varied work has been carried
. Dr. Griffith John is a many-sided geni-
H“ is & powprful preacher, a literary

™an of commanding ability, and an inspiring
A tactful leader of men. He has toiled
the most passionate devotion and self-

INTERVIEW WITH GRIFFITH JC

_Picture of the Great Missionary—What He Has Seen in China—Marvelous
Awakening of the Empire—'l_‘he Missionary’s Hour—Needs of China

surrender, and for over twenty years he has
treated with a glorious contempt every sug-
gestion of a holiday in England. Some time
ago, however, he began to suffer from in-
somnia, and for three months this trouble
became steadily worge, So, very reluctant-
1y, he sailed across théPacific, and the strong
sea air brought back the sweet gift of sleep.
I told him of the overwhelming ovation
awaiting him in England, and a wistful, far-
away look came into his eyes as he said, “I
want to see Wales,” and then, with a amile,
“I think the Welsh people love me.”
Changes Which He has Seen in China

“You have seen some remarkable changes
in China in fifty years?” I remarked. S

“Yes,” he replied, "“very, very great.
When 1 went to China in 18656 the country
was practically closed. “Fhere were just
five spots in the whole empire where the
foreigner might pitch his tent; these were
the five treaty ports. Now the whole em-
pire is open, and the missionary can go

where he pleases, preaching the gospel,,

healing the sick, and distributing Christian
literature. When I went out there were
400 or 500 converts in the whole of China;

A HOSFITAL AT BOUCHOW, CHINA.

now there are 150,000 converts representing
a Christian commaunity of half a million.
When 1 went to China there were about
100 missionaries it the whole empire; now
there ure 3,000 missionaries, including the
wives, whom I regard as among the best
missionaries we have there. The native

helpers were small in number
efficient; but now there are
helpers in the shape of pa
teachers, assistants at ho
fDl'th."

“Then,”  continued the veter
ary, “when I went to China it v
thing to meet a convert outside
port; now it is a rare thing to
without meeting converts.
went out in 1855, the attitude of
wis by no means friendly; it was e
and often hostile. Now, the attit
officials in China is perfectly f)

Today, the doctor told me,
ince is occupied by the missid
capitol in every pm\rinee has ﬂ
and there is hardly a strategic p
of these provinces where m
not reside at the present time.

Bigns of the Awakening

“To show the reality of the awaks

I may say that when passing through
ghai I called at some of the book

found a large number of them deali

in translations of foreign works

T Prm e — T

Commercial Press [ saw in one room
een cylindrical presses; in another
four presses for color work; and in other
rooms eight presses doing English worl
and four presses for lithography. The t

over last year was $900,000. The eo
employs 480 Chinamen and twenty




mm elementary chemistry, ete.,
ny novels, including ‘Ivanhoe’ and
Crusoe.” No Christian books

—ﬂlhpmu. Bntslltheboohareuutaide
Confucianism and Confucian thought.”

Newspapers of China
° *What about-newspapers in China?”
“When I arrived at Shanghai fifty years

~ ago the people had no newspapers whatever.

Ten years ago there were only six or seven;
now there are 150 dailies, weeklies and
monthlies. If you walk through the streets
at Hankow, when the steamer comes in from
Shanghai with the newspapers, you will see
the people reading the news with intense
interest. The- Chinese press is scarcely
ever anti-missionary, and never bitterly anti-
foreigner. It preaches “China for the

- Chinese,’ but it is not necessarily.anti-for-

~ course, there are foolish people in China as

cverywhere else, but the wise and intelli-
gent take up this position: Let us put our-
gelves into a position to defend our own as
Japan has done. We will stand no more

land-grabbing, but we will have no spirit of

aggression. As far as I know, the press in
China is entirely on the side of reform in

of life. It is anti-opium,
"anti-foot binding, anti-slavery, pro-educa-
tion. As regards the opium question, the

Effect of the Recent War
“What has been the effect on China of
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European power. And the next conclu-

sion was, ‘We must do the same, and by .

education be able to meet any European
power that tries to crush us.' An edict was
issued ordering high schools and universi-
ties to be opened in all directions, In China,
woman has been neglected up to the present

. time, but now an edict has been sent out re-

questing all the viceroys and governors to
establish schools for women in all'the prov-
inces. It is to be a condition of admission

that every girl must unbind her feet. I-

have no doubt in my mind that the whole
empire will be covered with schools in time.
The aim is to imitate the Japanese, and to
put China in a positon to stand side by side
with Japan.”

Denominations Not a Hindrance

“Are the divisions between churches any
hindrance in miissionary work?"

“Not so much as you would think. We
all work well together, and of course our
differences do not look so great in China
as they might at home.”

“Now, Dr. Griffith John, will you tell me
what are the greatest needs in China at the
present time?”

“First of all the pulpit. We must go on
with the great work of preaching—in the
chapels, in the open air, and wherever we
have opportunity. I am a thorough be-
liever in the influence of the pulpit. China's
greatest need is a band of mighty preachers,
baptized with God’s fire.

Heal the Sick

“In the second place, I should mention
the hospitals, not only for the physical good
they do in healing tens of thousands of sick
people, but also becaus® of their spiritual
influence, for in every hospital we have
missionary work going on. In my preach-

Scriptural Holiness Scripturally Describe

BY ASA MAHAN

Sanctification (Seriptural holiness) as
very commonly understood, and as I appre-
hended it during the first 18 years of my
Christian life, is the result of the united ac-
tion of the mind of the believer, and of the
Spirit of God, is to be expected only by grad-
ual approach, “little by little,” and is never
perfect until death. In my-efforts to be more
holy, or to attain to a state of sanctification, I
made a full consecration of myself to Christ,
and started forward with the purpose of full
obedience, seeking at the same time to co-
operating grace to render my efforts success-
ful. In doing this, I expected no higher re-
sult than a gradual approach, “little by lit-
tle,” toward a state of full obedience.

In seeking justification, when conscious of
gin, my exclusive dependence was upon the
grace of God in Christ Jesus. But in seeking
sanctification, on the other hand, my first de-
mmnmmmrmhlhmor
‘purposes of obedience d personal efforts,
the grace of God and the influence of the
Bpirit in to second and sustain these

and efforts,

* In respect to the dispositions and propensi-
ties, prayer and effort were exclusively in one

ing 1 tell the. people t
the hospital they see that G
“1 hen, thirdly, there is
gard the Christian schools
as indispensable in eo
tian wcrk. We must 'Il' '

in spirit, Christian in Mlim,
in aim.
lwlnlﬂuwnm '
“Lastly, there is literature, 'l'o
idea of what is being done I would m
one society, the Central China Ry
Tract Society. It was founded in 18]
circulated in that year 9,000 tracts.
culation went up year by year
it was 126,305. It still wentup u
it was 2,171,665, ~In 1904 the cin
was over 2,500,000, and in 1905 2,5
The total in thirty years has been
26,000,000 of tracts and other rel
lications, The National Bible Soe
Scotland has issued in China from 1
to 1905 8,000,000 books of Seri)
is, Bibles and parts of the Bible,
total for the twd"societies about 3
All these have been issued from Ha
all have been paid for. Ndml
been given away. ;
A Life That Was Worth While

I shall never forget the summer
noon on the bank of the Hudson sf
this dauntless soldier of the cross, the
Welsh farm boy who gave himself un
edly to Christ and to China; who
amongst the poorest, who has 'bq
by the mob, who ia Mlhle to in
scholar, the literary -man, and th
ment officials, In the fi& of the stor
this man’s lifé-work, who will dare §
that foreign missions have failed?—
erick A. Atkins, in the Advance,

fixed direction, not the eradication
tempers, and appetites, and the impl
in their ahndofmmdnhiu
the holding of all sinful p -

against, and held in subjection
hostile force. This was and is
called “the
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pressing. Hence the ery “O wretched man
that T am.”

Such being the facts of my inner life, I said
to myself, years before I knew “the bright-
ness of the Divine rising,” L must have

i my -way somewhere, and by the
grace of God I will, and I must, find “the way
of holiness” which God has cast up for “the
“ redeemed of the Lord to walk in.”

At length, when my mind and heart hadj
py the Spirit of God been fully prepared to
. receive the revelation “in a moment, in the
twinkling of an'eye,” the great mistake of my
previous: Christian life, together with the
secret of attaining tothe full fruition of “the
 glorioug liberty of the sons of God,” became
perfectly manifest to me. When conscious
of my tieed of justifieation, or the pardon of
sin, T had sought the blessing by faith, as
wholly a gift of grace. When conscipus of
my need of sanctification, I had regarded it
as an attainment to be reached through per-
sonal effort, aided by the Spirit of grace.
Here is a fundamental mistake in a matter
of most vital interest. Sanctification is a
gift of grace in the same sense, and attaina-
ble on the same condition that justification
is. Justification is an act of God, an act by
which our sins are remitted, and we are re-
stored to a legal standing before Him-as if
we Had never sinned. Sanctification, on the
other hand, iz a werk wrought in us by the
Holy Spirit, “a renewing of the Holy Ghost"”
by which “the body of sin is destroyed,” that
is evil dispositions and tendencies are “taken
out of the flesh,” and we “are made partakers
of the Divine nature.” | 3
We have no more direct immediate
agency in sanctifieation than we have in jus-
tification. Each, with equal exclusiveness,
is, I repeat, 'a gift of grace, and each is
vouchsafed on the same condition as the
other. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.” The forgive-
ness and the cleansing being each here ex-
“ pressly conditioned on the same identical act
on our part. The same holds true every-
where and in all cases., We are burdened
with the consciousness of sin, The promise
of pardon, and the condition on which the
Promise is to be fulfilled are before us. To
tomply with the condition is our part of the
transaction. The condition being complied
With, our responsibility in the matter is at
in end. The prerogative of pardon is with
God. “It is God who justifieth.” How are
¥e to obtain the grace of sanctification? In
Mustration 1 cite the following promise:
Baek. 36:25-27. “Then will I sprinkle clean
Water upon you, and ye shall be clean. From
all your filthiness, and from all your idols,
“®ill I cleanse you. A new heart also will 1
Kive you, and a new spirit will I put within
¥ou. I will take away the stony heart out of
_Jour flesh and T will give you a heart of flesh.
h“" I will put my Spirit within you, and
. ©us¢ you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall
Keep my judgments and do them.” Three
et blessings, in all fullness, are here
promised. Namely, full and per-
from all sinful dispositions,
h’:‘: an equally, full and
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perfect renewal, “the gift of a new spirit,”
and a “heart of flesh, in the place of the heart
of stone which had been taken out of the

flesh”” and the “gift of the Holy Ghost,” by

whose indwelling the believer is “endued

with power” for every good word and work,

and perfected in his obediénce to God's stat-
utes and judgments.

You will notice that every item of this
promise stands before us as the exclusive
work of God. “I will sprinkle” &c., &c.
How may this promise be fulfilled in the ex-
perience of a believer? We find the answer
in the 37th verse of this same chapter.
“Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for this
be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it
for them.” To come to God by Jesus Christ,
to have these things done for us, is our part
in thé matter of sanctification. This re-
vealed condition being complied with, God
vindicates His trustworthiness by doing us
the work which He has bound Himself by
promise to accomplish. That is, “He saves
to the uttermost,” “sanctifies wholly,” and
“preserves the whole spirit, soul and body
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” We enter God's “highway.” “The
way of holiness,” by this one gate, and none
can enter by any other. We enter “by
faith,” and “walk by faith” after entéring.

Sanctification and justification, being both
in common, and with the same exclusiveness
gifts of God, the one is just as instantaneous
as the other. Sanctificition is one thing and
“growth in grace” is quite another, and the
latter is conditioned on the former. Growth
is not recovery from natural, mental or spir-
itual disease, byt the development and ex-
pansgion of hea powers and susceptibi-
lities, Christian virtue must be in a healthy
or perfect state, before it can have any but
a sickly, deformed, and dwarfish growth.
On this subject the teachings of the sacred
word are absolute. “Unto you thdt fear my
name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise

with healing in his wings, and ye shall go

forth and grow as calves of the stall.” First
the healing, restoration to health, or sancti-
fication. Then growth, “growth in grace.”
This is God’s order. If we seek growth be-
fore health, or mistake the former for the
latter, we shall grow in feebleness, instead
of “going from strength to strength.” Sanc-
tification like the forgiveness of sin, being
exclusively the gift of God, is, as I have said,
instantaneous. Growth on the other hand,
benig the result of the co-operative agency
of the spirit-of man and the Spirit of God, is
progressive, and eternal in its continuance.

Sanctification, like pardon, I have found
in experience to be an instantaneous work.
Propensities which from childhood up, and
not leas during the first years of Christian
life than during my impenitency, had had
absolute control when strongly excited, in
power, being superseded by a new and right
spirit of an opposite character. If I am con-
scious of anything,J am conscious of being
“by the cross of Christ, crucified to the
werld, and the world to me.” Nor was this
crucifixion a long or a painful process. My
own conscious experience under this new
and Divinely revealed aspect of the subject,
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B Niwicersal Aoliness OF Hfe. Yomr
e usefulness depends on this, for your
nons last but an hour or two; your life
preaches all the ‘week. If Satan can only
make a covetous minister a lover of praise,
of- pleasure, of good eating, he has ruined
_your ministry. Give yourself to prayer, and
get your fexts, your thoughts, your words
from God. Luther spent his best three
. hours in prayer.—Robert Murray McCheyne.

. Weare constantly on a stretch, if not on a
‘girain, to devise new methods, new plans, new
organizations to advance the Church and
secure enlargement and efficiency for the gos-
pel.  This trend of the day has a tendency
to lose sight of the man or sink the man in
the plan of organization. God’s plan is to
' malke much of the man, far more of him than
i ‘of anything else. Men are God's method.
" The church is looking for better methods;
" God is looking for better men. “There was
& man sent from God whose name was John.”
The dispensation that heralded and prepared
the way for Christ was bound up in that
man John. “Unto us a child is born, unto
us & son is given.” The world’s salvation

comes out of that eradled Son. When Paul

[Ppentstothe ‘character of the men
who rooted the gospel in the world, he solves
the mystery of their success. The glory
and efficiency of the gospel is staked on the
men who proclaim it. When God declares
_ that “the eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to show himself
~ strong in the behalf of them whose heart is
~_ perfect toward him,” he declares the meces-
~ gity of men and his dependence on them as
& channel through which to exert his power
~ upon the world. ' This vital, urgent truth
~ is one that this age of machinery is apt to
- forget. The forgetting of it ia as baneful
" on the work of God as would be the striking
* of the sun from his sphere. Darkness, con-
fusion, and death would ensue.

~ What the Church needs to-day is not more
~ machinery or better, not new organizations
. or more and novel methods, but men whom
the Holy Ghost can use—men of prayer, men
mighty in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not

Al Jersom

.is more than the sermon. The preacher

the gospel is committed to the preacher.
He makes or mars the meslage from God
to man. The preacher is the golden pipe
through which the divine oil flows. The
pipe must not only be golden, but open and
flawless, that the oil may have a full, un-
hindered, unwasted flow. ;

The man makes the preacher. God must
make the man. The messenger is, if pos-
gible, more than the message. The preacher

makes the sermon. As the life-giving milk
from the mothex's bosom is but the mother's
life, so all the preacher says is tinctured, .
impregnated by what the preacher is. The
treasure is in earthen vessels, and the taste
of the vessel impregnates and may discolor,
The man, the whole man, lies behind the
sermon. Preaching is not the performance
of an hour. It is the outflow of a life. It
takes twenty years to make a sermon, be-
cause it takes twenty years to make the man.
The true sermon is a thing of life. The
sermon grows because the man grows. The
#sermon is forceful because the man is force-
ful. The sermon is holy because the man”®
is holy. The sermon is full of the divine unc-
tion because the man_ is full of the devine
on, . v

Paul termed it “my gospel;” not that he
had degraded it by his personal eecentrici-
ties or diverted it by selfish appropriation,
but the gospel was put in the heart and life-
blood of the man Paul, as a personal trust
to be executed by his Pauline traits, to be
set aflame and be empowered by the flery
energy of his fiery soul. Paul's sermons—
what ‘are they? Where are they? Skele-
tons, scattered fragments, afloat on the sea
of inspiration! But the man Paul, greater
than his sermons, lives forever, in full form,
feature, and statyre, with his molding hand
on the Church. The preaching is but a
‘voice. The voice in gilence dies, the #éxt
is forgotten, the sermon fades from memory ;
the preacher lives,

The sermon cannot rise in its life-giving
forces above the man. Dead men give out
dead sermons, and dead sermons kill, Every
thing depends on the spiritual character of

tion the high priest had inscribed in jeweled
leters, on a golden frontlet: “Holiness to the
Lord.” So every preacher in Christ's min-
istry must be molded into and mastered by
ths same holy motto. It is a crying shame
for the Christian ministry to fall lower in

in faith, great in love,
for God—men always p
mons in the pulpit, by
These ean mold a gen

After this order the
formed. Men they
preachers after the )
stalwart, soldierly, saintly.
them meant self-denyi
jous, toilsome, martyr b
plied themselves to it in &

wards said: “I went on with my eager pur-
suit after more holiness and conformity to
* The heaven I desired was a heaven
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Doubtless friends there would like to know
pow the work here is progressing. We are
not able to report a great revival, such as we
hear of in many other places but we are able
to tell you of growth in grace and knowledge”
among the few believers Rere.

Three weeks ago we baptized and received
jnto the mission a young ‘man that promises
much for the cause of the Lord, His own
testimony, and that of othérs about him,
eduses us to believe that the Lord has taken

/up His abode in his heart He is manager
! of a small store of a wealthy German who
has other stures also. Yesterday the mer-
chant said to me that he wanted to con-
gratulate me on the success I. whs making.
He then told me that this young man whom
" we have received into the mission is one of
‘their trusted clerks and that the other day
 the young man came to him and told him that
he had been coming to the mission and had
found that he was a bad man even though he
had a good reputation. The young man
* went on to say that he had stolen money
from the drawer and no one had ever sus-
pected him of it but now as he had be-
come a Christian he had to pay it back.
That is a big sermon for the religion of
Jesus here in Coban. The merchant!
never comes to the mission but this is|
wmething that he cannot deny, that the
gospel has power to make a thief pay
back that which he has stolen. |

We have received several letters
thanking us for the papers and tracts
which we are sending out. I will trans-
late a little from two letters that have
tome to us. - The following comes fro
& woman who has a family :

“Let me ‘give -you two thousand
thanks for El Cristiano” (that is the
name of the Spanish paper we print.)
“which you have kindly sent us to read
and distribute. Two families are now read-
ing'them, The reading of them has touched
the depths of my soul and I do pray that
Jesus will take me out of the darkness in
Which 1 have been raised and eause me to
know the light and the power that will en-
able me to merit eternal life.”

* This woman put three Guatemalan dollars
in her letter to help on the printing. I
“ Wrote her a long letter telling her that she
eould never merit' eternal life because it is a
< Bift. I tried to explain to her the simple
plan of salvation.
- Here is something from the brother of a
| Priest. “Seyeral times I have had the pleas-
| e of reading El Cristiano and the tracts
. Which you have sent me. I see that they
| e according to the sacred Scriptures. I
- *man Apostolic Roman Catholic and lament
| ®xeeedingly that miy brethren, for lack of

. -

i.) ction are and idolatrous.”
H:'.Whldﬂulmmimdumkwith
¢ He is inteiftgent and frank. He told

| @ that he was brought up in the school of
_"mmhwdbmamm
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AN ENCOURAGING REPORT

. J. T, BUTLER A

he came out he was fanatical and ignorant.
Said that his brother brought him out of
much of the darkness in regard to* many
things and he has been gaining a little light
along. He did not have a Testament or
Bible and I gave him a Testament. Last
week he sent an Indian to buy him a Bible
but I was not here and he did not get it as
Mrs, Butler did not know about them. I
want to go out tomorrow and sée him.
Think of a letter like that coming from the
brother of a priest here in this land. Truly
it speaks of a crying need. 1

Here is another from a farmer. “A friend
showed me a copy of El Christiano which
you publish. I beg you to send the paper to
me also.”

There is a wide open door here for the

press and we are trying to fill it in some
measure. We most heartily thank ~the
friends in the home-land for their contri-
butions toward buying the press and type.
I owe a little yet to Brother J. T. Benson.
If anybody at home feels led to eontribute,
it will be appreciated. We need very much

A CGROUP OF WOMEN IN GUATEMALA

a paper cutter, because it takes much
precious ‘time to cut thé paper on & small
cutter loaned us by a friend here. We can
cut about twelve thicknesses of paper at a
time on it.

Recently Bro. Anderson and I went out
for seven days to sell Bibles and give out
tracts. We sold fifteen Bibles, ten Testa-
ments and ninety-nine Gospels and gave out
geveral thousand iracts. - How many Oppor-
tunities of talking to individuals about the
Lord and His love. One day we wgre go-
ing down a long mountain when we came to
some Indians working on the road. I stopped
to sell them a Gospel and give tracts. Bro.
Anderson passed on. That is the way we
work it, so as to gain time. If one stops the
other generally goes on to meet somebody
else. After talking a few minutes I started
on down the mountain. When I had gone
some distance T heard a noise behind me. 1
stoppednndheumeuptemowiﬂ: the
sweat pouring down his face and panting as
if about run down. I could not understand
his words or at least not many of them, but

SILVER FII

“A soul scarcely recelven & --.“
until the devi] s around to steal |

“The sorrow
nor ever can be, .
- .
Nehemiah worked on the Ml of '
enemies loltered in the valley of *
D
“Those who are born In tha lap of
cdds against them.”
Lo gy '
“Pinnacles are not the safest
stay on the ground foor.” e
. L
“As we @0 not number our heart thr
may we pumber our emotions of m .
“When we have the sense
ficuities will vanish; when He |
we shall not be moved.”

system, and beautified
“(Hve me the charmcter
friends and foes amd
L
.."n.s.-... 1
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| Editorial

THE OMNIPOTENCE OF PRAYER.

Prayer brings things to pass that other-
~ wise would not happen, and in view of what
has been accomplished by it, the wonder is
that this weapen i8 Tiot more generally used.
Tennyson was right when he said that,
“More things are wrought by prayer than
‘we dream of.” The maps of continents and
the destiny of nations have been changed by
; prayer.h A. T. Pierson is the authority for

the following illustration of this fact:

“In the early years of mission work in
Turkey there was often bitter antagonism
by the civil power. Persecution waxed hot
against all missionaries and they were pre-
emptorily ordered to leave the country. In
that dark hour the pioneer Goodell, in his
peculiar way, said; ‘The Great” Sultan of
the Universe can change all this’ The
missionaries besought the Lord to come down
as in the days of old, and make the mountains
fow down at His presence. While their
hands were yet lifted in prayer the Sultan
diegl, and a series of remarkable events fol-
Jowed, bringing disaster upon the Turkish
forces. They saw an Almighty Hand uplift-
ed to arrest the arm of intolerance, and they
dared not continue the persecution.
years later similar events took place in con-
nection with the work in Siam. To all ap-

-+ pearances the work of a third of a century
was about to come to a disastrous conclusion.
Buéappeal was made to the ruler of nations,

.and again He who pits upon the throne
stretched forth His rod of iron and broke in

pieces like a potter's vessel, the civil power. T

The king died and events occurred which

changed the whole current of the nation’s his- ==

tory. But why multiply instances? History
is replete with them. The chronicle of mis-
sionary events in the Orient, in Africa, in the
South Sea Islands, and all lands, is the ehron-

icle of the reign of Jesus Christ over the §

nations, opening the way for the

ba
of the Great King.” R

SIGNS OF HIS COMING.

We suppose that there are more devout and’

thoughtful people who believe the coming of
the Lord imminent, than at any other time
during the past fifteen centuries. Some of
the signs of His coming as laid down in the
~Beriptures, have heen seen in every age, but
when they all appear together then we may

geems to be many
“refusal of ‘the clay
is, the antagonism

Comment

of rulers and peoples; the increase of crime
and lawlessness in the world; the increase
of form without power in the church; the
abnormal condition of the atmosphere; the
startling increase of earthquakes by land and
under the sea; the unexpected outburst of
Oriental nations into the form of life domin-
ating the Occidentals; the terrible persecu-
tion of the Jews compelling them to long for
the Land where their ancestors sleep; the
great increase of Jews into Paledtine, to-
gether with the increase of rain in the Land;
. the spread of the gospel in every part of the
. world; the opening of every country—even
ﬁ‘fricn a:indl;l‘ibet—to the impulses of civilized
e, and the prevailing unbelief respecti
the advent of the Lord saying: “Where is g
promise of His coming? These and other
features never before seen in human life,
convince us that the end of this age is near.”

pansed and live for God, if they will submit
gemselves to Him. I think we will stand
gfore God without any excuse, in the judg-
pent. It is just because we would not.
[his is not true of the heathen world, as it is
if us. I praise God that I ever yielded my-
telf to Jesus, gave up, in my heart, and let
Him separate me from the world. I wish
jou would make that heart's choice, little
girl.

A few |

4 Have yeu ever asked anyone to subscribe
?r Living Water?
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RECOGNIZING THE DIVINE PRESENCE

The barefoot Carmelite monk, who een-
turies ago worked in a kitchen and wrote
“practicing the Presence of God,” empha-
gized a neglected truth and discovered the
gecret of victory. When all is yielded to
God, we can rest in the assurance that He
reigns within, and it matters not what the
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“Those that seek me early shall fiad me.**
. ==Prgy. 8:17,

Address all 8 for this

commanlcation.
w. Joks T. Bensoa,
dveé., Nahville, Tens,

LETTERS WILL NOT RE PUBLISHED DNLESS
'lﬂ‘?ll ON ONE SIDE OF THE SREET ONLY

Deputy, Ind.
Dear.Cousin Eva:—WIith true and grateful hearts
we send a free will offering to be used as missionary
money fréfy Pisgs Sabbath School, class number 4.
Teacher, Retta Blake,.................36 cents
" Puplls,
Lenard MAPEISON. . ..oocvvvrnninvsnnaines

LIVING WATER

She tells me that you pay tithes and also con-_

tribute much of what you earn. Have faith
in Jesus, dear little ones, that He can use
your offerings even if they are not great
sums, I also received your money for China.

Houston, Ark
Dear Cousin Eva:—We h.nn moved from Tennes
see to Houston, Ark., since slster Lols and I joined
the band. Now, Cousin Eva, let me introduce to
you our little sister Ruth. She will be 1 year old the
22nd of May, 1 send € cents for myself, 3 for Lols
and one for Ruth. Use it for China Your little

cousin, Fay Holman.

Here is another member for our cradle
roll. I wish I knew just how many babies
belong to us now. God bless the babies .of
the cousins band and keep them from the
power of the enemy. Satan will do all he
can in the years to come to ruin-these prec-
ious lives. The Lord grant that he may be
defeated and that not one of them will be-
com: his servant. -

Nosegay, Tenn.
Dear Cousin Eva:—Tap! tap! here comes a little

that soul into sin. It is hateful to the
cleansed child of God and he wants to flee
from it—not into it. Satan comes to such a
soul with spiritual doctrines full of beauty
and with enough- truth in them to almost
hide the error beneath. We cannot be on
our guard except by refusing to accept any-
thing not plainly taught in the written Word.
Visions, inner voices, our own heart hunger,
the experiences of others—even signs and

wanders will not do as a foundation
only God’s Word which is & perfect revelatin
of His will and promises. Search that, degs
cousin, obey it, and refuse to depart from g
Thus will you be true to Jesus

littlc cousins from Arksnsas. We ‘Tllt.tm
birthday band, Find inciosed 20 cens 3¢ our
Reable Wright, 9 years old Jume {Le 4l
Wrigth, 7 years old Dec. 14, 180§; Erma W
4 years old Oct. 30. 1906. wgu‘lnttnhm'
and do all we can to please God and help our
man., umq.nhluum‘wunndamg.
best paper she ever read. Mamms ‘. ga
sanctified and we want all the mluthq,
Christians and Cousin Eva, especially, to pray
we may be holy Christians, Each of us- have
brothers and € sisters, one aister in heaven,
is 13 In all Weusmhlhhwﬂ'lm -
mamma says she is the child of a King and
pecting a great inheritance. She gives us all the
eggs we can gather om Bunday for missihan
money, 5o that is the way we got our birthday
Please don't put our letter in the waste basket
you can help it and we will promise not o ¢
again until our birthday.

Reable, Cathie and Erma Wright

Put your letfer in the waste basket? No
indeed, it is too interesting for that, Iwas
much ‘pleased to hear about the 13 broﬁﬂ,_
and sisters, the Sunday eggs and your own
desires. Also dear mamma's inheritance; I
know what she means and I often think of my -
own share of the riches to come.

wr

years ago, 8 man, born of a race of down-

trodden slaves, had the chance to become the
king of a great eountry. But he too, was
looking forward to the very inheritance mam-
ma tells you about, and so, he put the riché
of Egypt behind him and cast in his lot with
God's people. “He had respect ‘unto the
recompense of reward,” is what Paul said
about him. This means that Moses

the reward God offers and thought it better
than a throne in Egypt. All through the
ages there have been some who have chosen
the inheritance with God’s people. I pray
that every one of your dear moth
dren, will make that wise choice.

R. 4, Santa, Fa

mc«mu:u—zmuumunnm:wi,
day band. I was 17 years old March 22, 1907, Inm

lCnrhtllla and am trying to be more like Jews
":;f?ﬂll Iam praylng that we may have a

t!
lhs Yours for the lost,

Alma, God chose you for this very pur
pose, that you might be “conformed to the

Alma Puckett.

image of His Son.” Your desires and God8

purpose for you, then, are the same. WS

is it,if this is true, that the image is nob

stamped more rapidly upon God's childmf
I think it must be because we are not yi
to Him so that He can accomplish His

Let us pray, and keep on praying for an e

tire abandonment of ourselves to God.

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Dnrmlu—lmtwhhmfw":
band. T will be 7 years old In August and send

7 centa to be sent to China. [ try to be a good It

B, chil

unwmm«-ymmmi__._

1 love the Lord and T know He loves me, I sy ®F

prayers svery night Your sousin, -
: : Maballe Ivie,




|-

AvG 1, 19"?
Yes, Mabelle, He does love you, more than
have the faintest idea of. This loving
Christ died for us while we were yet enemies,
'muse]:ledidndtwunttumushat..ﬁn
m]qngﬂehulﬂlousﬂishmdstoadis-
Mmtpmph.nmmmawavunymd
cleansing even the vilest who will come to
Gee to it, dear child, that you not only
Jove Jesus but that you give Him your heart
- Dickson. Tenn.
Dear Cousin Eva:—I am a little boy. thirteen years
gld. Papa takes Living Water and I like to read the
children’s page. Papa and mamma are both saved
and sanctified. 1 have two brothers and two sisters.
For pets I have two kittens and a little calf; her
pame is Janle. Good by, Lee Martin,

.1 hope you take good care of your pets,
Lee, feeding them daily and giving them
water. In the 104th Psalm we get such a
beautiful picture of God as He provides food
for man and beast. He sends springs of
water and causes grass to grow for the cat-
_ tle. All the wild animals of the forest seek
their food from this same kind hand. “These
all wait dpon thee; that thou mayest give
them their meat in due season. That thou
givest them, they gather; thou openest thine
hand, they are filled with good.” I love to
_Jead this Psalm and my heart sends up a
prayer of thanksgiving to Him who feeds us
all. I am so glad I ever gave my heart to
this great loving God. He has never done
anything which is not for my good. Are you
His boy, Lee? .

Whites Creek, Tenn.
Dear Cousin Eva:—1 will be 10 the 21st of July,
0 lsend 10 cents for China. My school was out
the first of April and my teachers name was, Miss
Mamis Ferrel and I lked her very much. Cousin
Eva, I love you If I never saw you, [ joined the
Methodist charch last year. I am a Christian, I
bave 4 brothers and 2 sisters. I take music from
my sister in town and I can play anything I want to.
For pets 1 have 2 kittens and one of them s nearly

white. With loye from Mary Allen;

Yesterday was the 21st of July, and my
wwn birthday, as well as your own, ]%hnr.
"That makes us sort of twin sisters doesn't it ?

“/As I knelt in prayer during the carly morn-
fing hours, I thanked God that I was ever born
into this world. Life is a precious thing, if
only we know God and have fixed our hearts

upon living with Him hereafter. I do feel
that my heart is fixed, Mary. I must dwell
with this Marvellous One who loves me and
bas put eternal life in my soul. 1 can’t miss
that, for a thousand worlds like this one. Is
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- it setiled in your heart, that come what will,
you will not be parted from Him? Let your-
self go, absolutely, in His care and keeping,
and He will put this purpose in your heart,

Clarendon, Ark.
Dear Cousin Eva:—Mother has beem reading me
the young people’s letters in Living Water. I enjoy
hearing them and thought I would write. I am a lit-
tle girl nine years old and will be in the fifth grade
next year. [ belong to the Presbyterian church and
g0 to church and Sunday-school every Sunday morn-
ing and to the mission band in the evening. I reelted
the shorter catechism last Christmas and my teacher
gave me a ring and & New Testament, 1 have read
to the eleventh chapter of Revelation and when I
finish thaf book I will have read the New Testament.

Your little cousin, Vivian Hinton.

Viyian, you are having so many precious
privileges. You have Sunday-school, chureh,
Christian parents, teachers and friends and
a knowledge of Jesus through the Bible. I
am sure that we who live under such influ-
ences will have more to answer for than
those who have not heard about salvation.
We know how to get saved from our sins;
we know that men can get their hearts
cleansed and live for God, if they will submit
themselves toe Him., I think we will stand
before God without any excuse, in the judg-
ment, It is just because we would not,
This is not true of the heathen world, as it is
of us, I praise God that I ever yielded my-
gelf to Jesus, gave up, in my heart, and let
Him separate me from the world. I wish
you would make that heart's choice, little

girl.

"

Have you ever asked anyone to subscribe
for Living Water?
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‘;g;hmu_amd'mu‘s. at Oszark,

8. J. J. Rye and A, J. Covington will begin a
at Goodlettsvlille, Tenn, Aug. 16th. All

~ Bro. Snell filled his regular appolntment at Delight,

and Sunday which was followed by a

tracted meeting by Miss Alice Cowen. One was
sanctified and others are seeking this experlence,

A Holiness Camp-meeting will commence at War-
‘rem, Ark, August 10, 1907. Everybody is invited to
‘come and tell somebody else about it. Remember
" the plaee and date, Warren, Ark., August 10, 1907,

" W. 8. R!ckl.

We are here In a fine meoting. Tent and altars.
are crowded and many have plunged into the foun- .

" faln, Glory to our God! He has all the praise. 1
; here to SBeottsville, Texas. As ever In holy
) ; E. A. Fergerson,

-

' Qumberland, Md.

Tam in the battle for Jesus, Have just closed
‘meeting at Delight, Ark_, In whick God wonderfully
d His Word and souls were blessed. 1 find some
‘sanctified soldlers of the cross here, My soul
“Is under the blood that saves, samctifies and

. = L g Alice Cowen.

ng realgned as pastor of U, B, Church at South

berland Md. on and after Sept. 10th. I am open

or engagements In any part of the country for
lieal Holiness meetings. If you don't want the
‘gospel don’t send for me. Letters will reach

Md. Bincerely, Yours in Him,

LIVING WATER

glorious- war to come and help in this great comtest
as this s the first Holiness meeting in Huntsville.
Let the saints at Decatur take notlee. Workers will
be cared for.

Our revival dates on Crawfords Cove Cireuit are

as follows:

* Clear Creek July Aug. 11,
Aug. 18 to 25.
Aug. 25 to Sept. 1.
Sept. 1 to 8.
Bept. 22 w0 29,

Bro. J. L. Mitchell, of Nashville Bible School, will

assist me at Clear Creek. J. B. Ellis, P. C.

‘We came to this place June 26, by Invitation of
Rev. J. T. Miller, to assist in & meeting at Mollghon
Mills. The Lord gave us a good meeting there.
We gave out the Word and souls were saved, sanctl-
fled and reclaimed. We closed July 7, with a sweep-
Ing victory. Bro. Miller is a Splrit-illed man.
May God bless him in his work. We are In a meet-
Ing at Langley, 8, C. Pray for us Yours for the
loat. " J, E. Bouknight and Wife,

Newberry, 8. C..

I am still in the tains of T doing a
good deal of preaching and the people are seemingly
Interested, but no ripe fruit is in sight. I will hold
a meeting at Bussels schoolhouse five miles Enst
of Baxter, one at Shackeltown, five miles SBouth of
Cookville, and one at Bummerville, two miles North
of Cookville,D. V., before I start home. The majority
of people here seem to appreciate the real Bible but
only a few preach it.

W. A, Wray.
Cookville, Tenn.

The Missouri State Holiness Camp-meeting will be

sEsliEsenans

Enterprise, Ala
A. C Brunson's place,




e trust fn fature contributors 4o this department

«ill endeavor to confine themselves to fifteen lines
or less, Obituaries are usually of only local Interest,
hile Living Water eovers & wide territory.

g JONES.
Little Amoreta, the 1]-monthsé-old daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur B. Jones, died May 30, 1907,

st their home, 5 Bryan Street, Atlanta, Ga. 8he was"

a precious little brown-eyed darling, too pure Tor

. ihis old smful world. Bhe has gone home to be with

Jesus, but, oh, how wa miss her in our home, how
',emptjmlrmhﬂtﬂwher! But I know It
hmu[orautuanlhmunlmbemd. She
cannot come to me, but I can go to her, and oh,
what a happy meeting it will bé—there to be with
Jesus-and my little baby evermore. A sad, broken-
pearted MOTHER.
EZELL. .

On July Gth 1907 little Manly Eszell, baby boy of
Mr. and Mrs, J. W. Esell of Columbus, Miss., passed
away from this life of sin, sickness, sorrow and suffer-
ing Into life of rest. He didn't live long enough in
{his world to kmow of these things, only “being a
littte over a year old. He suffered a great deal
the last two days of his life, but he has gone where
there will be no more suffering, and no more tears.

May the dear Lord bless and comfort the mother
and father, as we are sure -He is doing. Pralse His
same! He doeth all things well. Knowing this, let

us ever be submissive to His will.
M. L. Howard,

GIVER

Mrs. Lela Giver, wife of Perry Giver, was born at
Water Valley, Missy Aug, 19, 1874, and died at her
Bome In Delight, Ark., July 10, 1907. BShe professed
religion at Barner, Miss., ten years ago and jolned the
Missionary Baptist Church, and under the preaching
of J. S. Sanders, last Pecember confessed that she
was backslidden and her soul was reclaimed, and last
April was sanctified after which she lived a true
Christian. She leaves a husband, one son and three
stepchildren. May God bless her family and may
they be permitted to meet hor in the city of which it
Is sald, “There Is no night there.” A friend,

Mrs. Lella Blakely.
Delight, Ark,

PEACH,

“And 1 heard a volce from heaven saying unto me
write; Blessed are the dead which die In the Lord
from heneeforth: yea, salth the.Spirit. that they
miy rest from their labor, and thelr work4 do follow

Such can be said of our dearly beloved Sister
Peach, who after weeks of suffering dled a triumph-
ant death, July 7th. leaving us this testimony; “All
Is well, 18 well with fmy soul.”

Sophonia Ann Peach was born, Apr. 17, 1849, and
died, July 7, 1907. She professed religion and joined
the M, E. Church South, at Garrison, Willlarsson Co.,
Tenn. when a girl, where she lived a consistent
member till death. Thirteen years ago she gave
her body a living sacrifice unto God and He sanctl-
fled her, giving the Holy Ghost as a witness to It
Bhe was married to Rev. W. 8. Peach June 28, 1868,
Unto. them were bomn six children, all of whom, with
her husband. live to mourn their logs. Her funeral
was preached by her Brother Jones and

Bathered to Jook on her face for the last time, and
mingle their tears in y with loved omes.

T Peach quietly near her church, God

and comfort her husband In his loneliness,
may His great love draw each child to accept Christ
‘%8 his Savior and so live that when Jesus comes
a part In The First Resurrection

H. A_Laws.

LIVING WATER
BIBLE :CLASS

Lesson 4 °
The Way of Balvation—Continued

“What must I do to be saved ™

“Belleve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved, and thine house.” (Act 16:30,31.)

Faith (continued).
belleve on Christ It is sometimes necessary to find
out whether there is a tendency to find & wrong foun-
dation for falth. When such is the cage there must
be a definite and final letting go, or surrender, of this
false ground, before a person can get om the true. |
have seen a person surrender about feelings (as a
foundation for faith) as definitely as about sin.
When this was done he believed on Christ almost
immediately. Scriptures on this error are;

“Except ye see signs and wonders ye will not be
leive." (John 4:48.)

“Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
belteved.” (John 20:29.)

“That your faith dhould not stand In the wisdom of
men, but in the power (Ch. 1:24) of God." (1 Cor,
2:5.) ) y

“We walk by falth, not by elght.” (2 Cor. 5:7.)

Faith is just the opposite of slght, feclings and
emotions, and a person cannot purgue opposite
courses at the same time. Faith In Christ ls also
distinet from, and opposed to, faith In any other
thing, or person, for salvation (This truth is not to
be pushed to the extreme of doubting. or questioning.
everyone as some are disposed to do). Hence none
should trust Christ and someone, or somebody, or
themselves, though they often do. We are not to
trust Christ and what we are, do, or say. It must be
CHRIST ONLY.

Futher Scriptures on salvation by faith are: “The
just shall live by faith.” (Rom. 1:17; Heb 2:4.)

“He that belleveth on the Son hath everlasting
life.” (John 3:36.)

‘“Whosoever belleveth In Him should not perish but
have everlasting lfe.” (John 3:16,14.)

“This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him*
whom He hath sent.” (John 6:20.)

Faith s also set forth In comnection with such
words as: “Come™—"Come unto me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt
11:28.) This s to come and recelve.” “Him that
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.” (John
6:37.) ‘This is coming with the assurance from Jesus
that the comer will be recelved.”

“Call” “For whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.” (Rom. 10:18) The
call ls not an experiment nor form_ It brings the
result—“shall be saved.” 3

“Look.” Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth” (Isa. 45:23) The same Is
brought out In John 2:14,15.

Note that in every expression setting forth faith in

Christ for salvation, the result of falth (salvation), or

the promise to faith is put In a positive form—"'will,”
“ghall,” Salvation ls a certainty to those who reaily
“helieve on the Lord Jesus Christ.” The Christian
worker can, and should. offer a certainty to the peni-
tent. #Jesus Christ.
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loot-hills at the base of Pike's
immense deposit of gypsum.
ed and taken to a mill nearby,
is ground into plaster of paris.
n dips at an angle into the hill, and
it had been worked for several months
was left an immense mass of overhang-
rock, which was thought to be perfectly
re. .On one day not long since several
en were working under that long ledge of
gloping rock. One of them was a praying
man and an outspoken Christian. Some-
‘thing went wrong with his work. A profane
man told him to swear at it if he wanted it
to go right. Looking up he calmly replied,
" “No; prayhg is better than swearing. If I

 get into trouble and dsk my heavenly Father
to hear me He will hear my prayer.’

A féw hours later those two men were
at work fnder the ledge of rock, when some
one shouted frofn above that the whole mass
was giving way. The profane man jumped
outward while the other jumped toward the
wall, when the great mass of rock fell with
an awful crash. The one who jumped out-
‘ward was caught by a rock falling on his leg.
"His companions failed to extricate him, and
they started for town to summon help, sup-
" posing, of course, that the other man was
" crushed to death.

- After they were gone the profane man lay
‘there alone, when suddenly he heard the voice
of prayer issuing from the rocks. Said he
afterwards, “I never heard such a prayer in

. ! llfe," It was the prayer of & man,

; d from one terrible death, looked
mhnly[nthefm The great rock
A ‘-Mhrokm in two just over his head, and
. - #@in fll_]i!lg had left a cavity, where he was
. kept as in “the secret place of the most high.”
" At first he was stunned by the falling stones

.. move the great rocks, and that he must die
_ there, he resigned himself to his fate, and
. concluded to spend his time'in prayer. In
- the dense darkness he poured out his soul
-t God. After praying for a while he be-
around to see if there was any

\ escape. He saw a little ray of
light, and removing a few loose stones he
discovered a passage way near the rock, just
enough for his body. Crawling pain-
along for some rods, he soon appeared
companion, whom he suc-
from the rock. By this
appeared on the spot,
need of their services.
muahwmd. He knelt on
2 those rough men and pour-

ﬂlnm:-d."lmuhm
Mbdﬂnotsomumlw

Iﬁlﬂhtocodfqrthawondeﬂul
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“Farth has no Sorrow That Jesus Cannot
Hm‘il -

Some time ago, in America, there was a
gentleman and his wife who had a very hap-
py home. The man was prosperous in
business in the city of Cleveland, but there
came a reverse in business, and the man lost
everything he had in the world. The home
was broken up; his eldest daughter had to go
out to work for a living. His two boys were
too young to work. His wife had to leave

vhim and take the two boys and go away to
one of the Southern states to the home of a
sister, and act as housekeeper to make a liv-
ing for herself and boys. The father went
to Chicago, to see if he could not retrieve his
fortunes. He met with success and cheering
letters full of promise of a brighter day were
gent to the wife in the South. But one day
she received a telegraphic despatch saying
that her husband was very ill, and that she
had betler come on to Chicago at once. She
took the train. It was a long journey. She
reached Chicago at night and went to the
hospital to which her husband had been
taken..

By some mistake, the authorities of the
hospital said to her, “You cannot see your
husband to-night; come at nine o'clock to-
morrow morning, and you can see him."”
With a heavy heart she went to the place
where she stopped, and went back to the
hospital at nine the next morning. As she
rang the bell, they met her 4t the door and
said; “Your husband died last night.” She
took him out and buried him, ahd so great
was her loneliness and her sorrow, and so
frequent her weeping, that it affected her
eyesight. She went to a physician. The phy-
sician told her that it was not very serious,
that she could go back to Mississippi and her
eyes would soon be well. She supposed that
he was a regular practitioner but she found
out too late that he was a Christian Science
physician, and was trying to.cure her by
making her think she was not ill. She went
back to Mississippi. Her eyes gof worse and
worse. She went to a regular physician.
He said, “Madam, your case is hopeless. If
you had come to me a few weeks ago, I could
have helped you. Your trouble has gone so
far now that there is absolutely no hope for
you. You will be totally blind.” In a few
days she was totally blind—home broken up,
husband buried, eyesight gone. She came on
to Chicago. She dropped into our church;
she heard the gospel, she heard about Jesus.
She came to Jesus with all her overwhelming
sorrow, and Jesus gave her rest,

If you come to the prayer-meeting at our
church any Friday night, you will see sitting
there a woman with a refined, beautiful face,

dlm‘tQM‘ﬁm -:- eCtly |
less, but in that face you will see 5 gan
mdpro!onndnjuythmmhnm
in many faces, V. E
riuetoharfeetintheeouma!au p:
with a face radiant with the sunshine .
heaven, and tell how wonderfully Gog
blesse d her; and hear her say (what
often says) that she thanks God she has
her sight, for out of her great troubls
was brought to Christ anid found a joy
she never knew before.

There is a place where there is a cun
every sorrow. That phea is at the
ofJeeua—SeL
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school Lesson

‘K Nagenmt, % % Richmond, Va.

A
Lesson for Aug. 11, 1907,
SIN OF NADAB AND ABIHU
Lev. 10: 1-11

,.Golden Text: “Wine |8 a mocker, strong drink is
mging; and whosoever I8 decelved thereby Is not
Prov, 20:1.

" The Incldents of the lesson came Just alter the
rites connected with the consecration of Aaron and
his sons werea ecompleted. They had been Invested
both with the responsibilities and honors of office and
this fact 1s, we belleve, an explanation of part of
what occurred on this oceaslon. The lesson shows
us-—

“Y.'Man's rashness. (v. 1) This fire was called
“strange” because It was not according to God's

. order in some respect. Rerhips a wrong kind of

incense (Ex. 30:9) was used. The exactness of
God's requirement In this respect doubitless came
from the fact that the incemse was a type of the
prayers of Christ which were always connected with
the Divine energy, the holy flame, of the Holy Ghost.
Hence, to use fire that did nol come from the altar,
. (Lev, 16:12; Num_ 16:46) or incense uol made ac-
cording to rule, was not only substituting man's ways
for God's but also putting the flesh for the Spirit in
‘what was & type of Him who did not at all walk
' the flesh. Their act was practically a dishonor

& misropresentation of, Christ. i

‘As'the prohibition of wine occurs in this Immediate
It has been sispposed that their met was

.& mm-mumumu
d.for all whe would afterwards fll

who were such by natural descent.
s open, spirftually, to all

18; 11 Pel2:59) and we look upon
of wine and strong drink as applying
all who would draw near to God In
! of prayer. Those who thus
near to God in prayer need unclouded faculties
the exhilaration and excitement
mgnuemu Other, anr broader,

LIVING WATER

reasong for total abstinenca from alcoholie drinks are
fourd in other Scriptures. (Prov. 23:29-35.)

2. God's severity. We must remember that those
were people who were living under the covenant of
the law. Those who desplsed it were punished with
death (Heb, 10:28). Disobedience, especially the
wilfal kind, is never a light matter but the conse-
quences are not always so evident, nor so prompt,
under grace ms under law. All disobeuw.ence merits
punishment of some sort but God does not see fit to
alwaya deal with It In swift. pure justice. He often
shows forbearance, mercy and longsuffering but, in
some cases, He deals promptly in judgment, perhaps
to teach and warn others from the same course.
How much people owe to the kindness, mercy, for-
bearance and longsuffering of God! Even His own
children need much of the exercise of these gracious
elements of God's character (Lk.18:7) though some
have never seen this fact with much clearness.

3. God's majesty and supremacy. (v. 3.) As one
meaning of sanctify is, to set apart or separate, the
thought In the expression "I will be sanctified In
them that come nigh me” seems (o be this—that
those who draw near to God must, In thelr thoughts
of, and attitude and actions toward Him, separate
Him from all that is human and unworthy of His
Divine greatpess. He does not say He I8 to be sanc-
tified Himself—that need not gnd eould not be—but
in those who come near. Hence It applles &) the way
and disposition that should characterise man's
approach to God. This means that there should be
reverence, godly fear, obedlence and falth. Nadab
and Ablhu seemed to have little reveremce and obe-
dience so0 that they did not give God His righthal
place | thelr behavior. They did not practically
separate God from all irreverence and disobedience
(for thelr attfidde Included both of these) on their
part, consequently they did not sanctify Him within
thelr own hearts and minds, and in thelr actions.
There is still much need for people to be mindful of
this requirement. - There Is often a lack of reverence
In coming to God and a luck of that loyalty which

boy

# way that ts somewhat worthy of His glorious majes-
ty and absolute supremacy. We sée this in Abraham.
l(.‘ﬂ 18:27) I people will not learn this In one
wnr.-.:.hey must in another,

Aaron and his sons did not know how much their
office was to bring upon them. As belng in a cortain
relation to God for the people, they could not turn
aside from duty to mourn over personal loss. The
ties and feellngs of nature, in so far as they Interfere
with a Godward life, mogt be set aside . Nor has
this condition ceased. To the man who wishes
to postpone obedience to Christ's eall to follow Him
in order to bury his father, He saild, “Let the dead

Have been added to -
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